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very quickly and developing more rapidly,
T rvefer to the cats. They were introduced
1o a large extent to cope with the rabbits
andl to some exteni they do so, but hither-
to the rabbits have not been sufficiently
pleniiful, and consequently the cats have
had to fall back to a large extent on hirds,
I am afraid that unless the rabbits im-
prove and extend in numbers, which, God
forbid they should, either the cats will
have o be destroyed or the number of
birds will. [ hope every effort will be
made to preserve the hirds and both the
animals and the flora and fauna, | am
pleased to see that there are two species
included in the schedule, the emus and the
dingoes. The emns are exceedingly des-
truetive on large sheep stations on the
fences and they do Jdamage to wells and
tanks and mrrangements set out for ani-
mals of grealer value than themselves. I
think they will, to a very large extent, look
after themselves, but no one has any con-
ception of ihe damage they do until they
ave seen on a sheep station to the
number of 100 or 150 coming down at a
time. Tb a seasen like the past when they
died of starvation, indeed it would have
been far wmore charitable for them
to be peagefully killed and to make the
best use of their skins. I believe it is
open for people to hunt them and get the
sking; that will pessibly minimise them.
As to the dingo, it does nat require any
defence on my part because it is a pesi,
but it would be unwise to destroy dingoes
altogether, therefore; in ecompany with
emus, T should keep a number of speei-
mens in the magnificent Xoological gar-
dens which we have and which my friend
Sir Winthirop Hackett has done s0 much
to popularise, if (hey were kept Lhere
out of harm or in some enclosure, then I
agree with Mvr. Piesse that they should
not be allowed to die out altogether. I
do not know that T need say anything
more in comtection with the Bill, but it
commends itself to the good sense of
members, and I have the greatest plea-
sure in supporting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Clarke, de-
hate adjourned.
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PAPERS PRESENTED,

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Copy of
Jeity regulation No. 25; 2, By-law of the
Vietoria Park local board of health.

House adjourned at 6.0 p.m.

Legislative Hgsembly,
Wednesday, 7th August, 1912.
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RETURN — UNIFORM CONTRACTS,
POLICE AND RAILWAY.

Mr B. J. STUBBS (Subisco) moved—
That a refurn be laid upon the Table
af the House showing—1, The terms
und conditions governing the contracts
for the manufacture of police and rail-
way uniforms. 2, The names of the
present contractors, the price per umni-
form of the presemt contracts, the date
ont which the present cowntracts erpive.

3, The rates of wages paid to the work-

ers engaged in the manufacture of these

uniforms, the percentage of female to
male labowr so engayed, also the per-
centage of jurenile to adult labour so

engaged, .

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : There would be no objection to
laying the papers on the Table of the
House. The hon, member, however, might
have given some reasons for asking for
the return. However, the information
would be obtained. He was doubtful at
first in vegard to the third parvagraph of
the motion, bat, so far as the terms and
conditions of the eontracts and the names
ot the contractors were concerned there
would not be much diflicalty. There
might be some difficulty in regard to as-
certaining the percentage of female to
male labour engaged, bul every effort
would be put forward fo seenre the in-
formatiton the hon. member desired.

Question put and passed.

RETURN—GASCOYNE VERMIN
BOARD. ADVANCE ANT} RATES.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) moved-—
That e return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing—1. The amount
of money advanced to the Gascoyne
Nistrict Vermin Board under the Act,
2, The amount of inlerest due per am-
num fo the Gorernment. 3, The num-
ber and names of ratepayers under the
Aet and the amount of rales due per
annum by each vratepayer. 4, The
names of lhose ratepayers who have not
paid rates and the amounts due in each
rase.
For the information of hon. members he
would peint out that a few years agoe it
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was represented to the Government that
rabbits were encroaching in the Gascoyne
distriet and settlers asked for assistance
to enable them to fence off the vermin.
An Aet was passed called (he Vermin Act,
and it eame into law early in 1909, and
gave the Government power to advance
a sum of money for the erection of rab-
bit-proof fences by the settlers, and for
the appointment of a board to colleet
rates to pay inlerest and sinking fund.
The board in the first instance was ap-
pointed by the Clovernment. and when the
machinery provided by the Act was set
in motion the board was clected by the
ratepavers. [t bad been represented to
him by persons interested in this country
that fthe rates were not being regularly
paid and that, in eonsequence, the board
had found it necessary to increase them,
o enable them to pay interest and sink-
ing fund. Tt would be obvious to hon.
memhers that it was certainly unjust
that this payment should remain on the
shoulders of, he would not say exaetly, a
few, but at any rate payment should rest
on (he shoulders of everyone concerned.
The Aect distinelly provided that the rates
shonld be paid forthwith after they had
heen imposed. If the payment was not
enforeed it was an injustice {o those who
were paying, and it was eorrect that the
rates had had te be raised in order to
make up the deficiency which acerned
through neglect on the part of a number
of ratepayers. It wonld be agreed that that
was unjust. In order to clear up the
fuestion he desired to obtain the return
and hoped the Government would be able
to let the House have it. It might take
some little time, but it would only mean
the Government asking the vermin board
in the Gascoyne district to send the re-
turn in: memhers would then be able to
see exactly the position.

Mr. Underwood : Who are the rate-
payers who have not paid?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The owners of
stock, They had to pay not only on the
amount of land, but also the stock they
held.

The Minister for Lands :
the land they hold.

They pay on
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Hon, H. B. LEFROY : Yes, but their
voting power was arranged according to
the number of stock they held.

The Minister for Lands: The rating
is entirely on the land.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : That was sa,
bui the number of votes that each person
had was determined by the amount of
stock held, up to a limit of four votes.
He hoped the Government would not ob-
jeet to the motion. If there were people
living in the district who felt that they
were suffering an injustice, it would be as
well that the matter shonld see the light
of day.

-The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath): So far as the Government
were concerned the question of supplying
the return asked for in the first and seeond
paragraphs rested with them, but in re-
gard to the third and fourth paragraphs,
which dealt with matiers eoncerning the
vermin hoard, the information conld only
be secured by the courtesy of the board.
There would be no objection to the infor-
mation asked for in the first and second
paragraphs being supplied, and the Gov-
ernment had taken steps to communicate
with the board in the hope of securing
the other information. The vermin
board were the body to whom the appli-
cation should be made in the first in-
stance. In regard to the question of
rating and the payment of rates in this
distriet, the position was that the holders
had had a pretty bad time during the
past two yeavs, and representations had
been made te the Government by the
board, which had resulted in the Govern-
ment extending the time for payment of
the principal from twenty years to thirty
years in order to give the board an op-
portunity of lightening the burden to the
individual holders of stock in the distriet.
On looking into the question he was con-
vinced that the system of rating was ab-
solutely unjust, i.e., rating at so much per
hundred acres, because it meant that the
man in possession of the pick of the pas-
toral .country paid no more, although his
stoek carrying capacity was greater. than
the man far back who was able to carry
less stock. This question of the basis of
rating was one he was investigating at

Auditor General, namely,
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the present time with a view to ascertain-
ing if it eould not be placed on a more
equitable basis, fair to all. Apart from
that, there was no objection to making
available the information which the Gov-
ernment had at their disposal, aud if the
further information asked for in para-
graphs 3 and 4 was supplied by the board
he would be pleased to place that also at
the disposal of the hon. member.

Mr. MecDONALD (Gaseoyne): The
information asked for in the first two
paragraphs of the motion was contained
in the report given last session by the
the amount
loaned, the amount of interest due, and
also the amount of sinking fund to be paid
each year. As the Minister for Lands had
stated, the seasons had been very bad
over a large portion of the eountry en-
elosed by this fence, and on thai account,
in, one or {wo instances, not only were
the rates not paid to the vermin board,
but the Lunds Department had been asked
to allow a remission of the rents for the
vear. So far as could be seen, nothing
was to be gained by publishing the names
of the defaulting ratepayers, or of other
ratepayers either. The payment did not
rest on the shoulders of a few. Some
time ago the chairman of the board had
interviewed the Minister for Lands with
a request that the time for which the lean
was given, namely, {wenty years, should
be extended to thirty years, and the rea-
son given was that, owing to the bad sea-
sons, many of the ratepayers could not
pay the rates due to the board. Not-
withstanding that fact, nnd although the
request was complied with by the Min-
ister, no sooner were the rates due than
the board hegan to press for payment.
The member for Roebourne wounld corro-
borate that statement, beeause most of
the persons who were defaulting were in
his electorate, The raling, as the Minis-
ter had pointed cut, was exaetly a sum
equal to the rent, and although the mem-
ber for Moore had made the suggestion
that it was raised on the basis of the
stock earvied, the hope of the small hold-
ers was that some more equitable means
of rating would be found than that of
making the rate equal to the rent. Some
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sort of stock tax should be imposed to
enable the small holders te pay their
rents to the vermin beard,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (in reply): The
Minister for Lands was deserving of
thauks for agreeing to supply the return
asked for, Of eourse, ene conld fully
understand the position that it was neces-
sary for the Minister to take up, and that
nothing further ecould be done than he had
kindly agreed to do.

Question put and passed.

PAPERS—BROOME MURDER
CABE.
My, NANSON (Greenough) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table of
the House all papers relating to the
trial, comziction, and commulation of
sentances in the case of Thomas Bilebba
and Condido Colestrom, found guilty
on June 20 last of the murder of Con-
stable Flelcher.
He said: When I gave notice of this
motion ihe Attorney General, in reply te
a nuestion by me, stated thal he was not
prepareil to trveat it as formal. T trust,
however, that, although he does not ve-
rrard the motion as a formal oue, it is not
his intention e oppose the giving of this
information, because I ecannot conceive
that the making available of the informa-
tion sought for could in any way be pre-
judicial to the public interest, but, rather
on the econtrary, the giving of that in-
formatipn is desirable. The crime for
which the two men mentioned in the
motion were found gnilty was committed
i’ a comparatively remote portion of the
Siate, and, so far as I have been able to
gather, the most meagre particulars of it
have been published in the metropolitan
newspapers. In the ordinary course where
a trial on a charge of so serious a nature
takes place in the capital, we ean rely on
the daily Press to present a comparatively
full report of the evidence and all the
salient features of the case. In the pre-
sent instanee, however, as far as I am
aware, there was litile or no report of the
trial in the metropelitan newspapers, and
thevefore, the evidence taken at that trial,
upon which one necessarily must base one’s
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opinion as fo whether the action of the
Executive in commuting the capital sen-
tence was or was not justified, is not avail-
able in order to enable one to form an
opinion. The objeet of this motion is
purely to obtain information. Tt is not in
any sense of the word condemnatory, I
should be the very last, T lLope, to con-
demn Ministers for whatever advice they
might give in vegard to the exereise of
the prevogalive of merey unless T had had
an opportunity of going very closely into
the case and had the faets before me to
satisfy me that it was my duty to make a
publie protest. But in this insfance T am
not in that position. I am prepared, at
the present stage, at any vate, to presume
that the advice given by Ministers was ad-
vice warranted by all the circumstances,
but we eannot shut our eyes to the facts
that this erime was committed in a part of
the State where there is a large coloured
populationr in proportion to the white
population, and that the victim of the
erime was also a police constable. T am
nof in a position to state whether he met
his death while in the exeeution of his
duty or not; that is a polnt which the
papers, if they are made available, must
necessarily disclose, but it is obvious, tak-
ing the local eircumstances into aeconnt,
that this case is of somewhat more
than the usual intevest, especially when
we also bear in mind the fact to which I
have already made reference, that there
has been very little information furnished
through the nsual channels of the public
Press in vegard to it. I am well aware
that a charge has been made against
Ministers in The Sundoy Times that the
eapital sentence was nof earried oub in
this case beeause three members of the
Government were on prineiple opposed
to capital punishment.

Mr. Underwood: A good principle too.

Mr. NANSON: I do not in any way
associate myself with that eharge. I have
not the information which would justify
me in doing so, and I should be very
loth indeed ever to helieve a charge of
that kind against responsible Ministers of
the Crown or to publiely formulate it ex-
cept on the strongest presumptive evi-
dence, and that evidence I have not in my
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possession; but the faet of a charge of
that kind having been made in the public
Press does, T think, lend additional weight
to the expression of opinien put forward
in this motion, that these papers should
be laid on the Table. I may say, bhow-
ever, that the motion had been drafted
and that it was my intention to give notice
of it before I had ever seen that article,
and indeed, quite regardless of what
¢riticism had been indulged in, becaunse 1
wished to satisfy myself of the faets of
the case, and wished to have an oppor-
tunity of reading the file; and, although
I have no doubt the Attorney General
would willingly have given me access fo
the file if I had applied to him, still T
think the better course, when there is no
objection to laying the papers on the
Table, is that one shonld move a formal
motion, as if it is earried, the papers
can be made more generally available
than if the more restricted way of com-
munieating information were adopted. I
do not think it is necessary to say more
in support of the motion. The informa-
tion sought will, T take it, consist mainly
of the judge's notes at the trial and the
usnal formal papers. T can only con-
clude as I began by expressing the hope
that the Atiorney General, whether he
feels that it is an opportune time to make
a statement in regard to the ease, or
whether he does not, will at any rate not
oppose the laying of these papers on the
'able.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): [
second the motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): On general grounds I have
an objection to laying papers of  this
kind on the Table unless very sirong rea-
sons are shown in suppori of that course,
becanse it is a sort of double punishment
to anybody to have their case threshed
out in publie, followed by ostracism, and
a condemning of them to contumely during
the time they are serving their sentence.
Maoareover, every person who goes into the
Tremantle gaol for whatever offence, has
relatives and possibly innocent friends
who are harrowed by any undue publicity
in regard to the prisoner after once he
has heen sentenced. Tn the cause of ho-
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manity—1I think T am jusiified in using
that term—we are not anxious to parade
our vindictiveness ar in our administration
of calm justice in the punishment of of-
fenders, we are not anxious to bruit it
about in the world. Furthermore, in many
of these maiters there are documents of
a more or less confidential ebaracter, and
I do not know that these should be thrown
open to the eyes of an idle or curious
world.  For instanee in these papers I
have a eonfidential letter from the judge
on the matter. 1 deemed it my duty to
consult the judge, as is the uwsual course,
and ke gives me then, not an official doeu-
ment, but a eonfidential document, and ad-
vice which enables the Executive to come
to some conclusion, a reliable eonclusion,
based on the word and testimony of the
indge who presided at the trial. T ad-
mit frankly there are nnnsnal reasons in
this ease for making the doeuments pub-
lie. It is guite true, as the hon. member
said, that the reports of (his trial at
Broome have been exceedingly meagre, so
sparse as to be misleading. Tn addition
to there having been no report of a re-
liable or lengthy detailed character, there
has been an attack which has been re-
ferved to by the hon. member in moving
the motion, an attack by The Sunday
Times, one that it is difficult to under-
stand from a paper that claims to have
some influence in the eommunity. With
your permission, Mr. Speaker, T venture
to refer to that attack which was made
on the 28th Jaly, and opens as follows:—

The assassins—

“The assassins,” I use the words twice.
of Constable Fletcher are to cheak the
gallows. The Executive Couneil, in its
wisdom, has decided to eommute the
death sentences passed on two cowardly
cut-throats for the wilful and unpro-
voked murder of an unarmed white
man.

I admit anything of that kind would make

the whole community shudder if it were

true. A paper—no matiter how decent or
indecent the paper may bhe—cirenlates
widely and is read.
Mr. Underwood:
work of imagination,

They take it as a
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Mr. George: Tt is very mild to what it
WaAS years ago.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
deserved then. Let me continue—
Bilbegba, the actual stabber, is to be

imprisoned for “life,” which means, in

plain English, twenty years. Cole-
strom, his aceomplice in erime, will
nominally serve n ten years’ sentence,
but allowing for the usual “good econ-
duct” remission it will really .amount
to seven vears and a half. 1In the or-
dinary course of events one of the mar-
dererz will get his freedom in 1919 and
the other in 1927, and there is always
the chance of a Ffurther remission
should a Labour politician interest him-
self in their favour or a tender-hearted

Attorney General decide upon an ae-

celeration of a “humanitarian” poliey

which is steadily emptying the gaols.

Meantime, the mutilated body of the

man they murdered will lie mounldering

if the grave; his widow, perhaps, will
experience want as well as sorrow
1 do not know that T need go on with that
harrowing portion. Tt goes further on to
say—

Nor was there any appeal for elem-
ency from the publie at Broome. The
only petition that eame from Broome
was an enrnest petition that the mur-
derers might be hanged at Broome gaol,
as a warning to the “silent, sullen peo-
ple” who swarm in that part of the
Commonwealth. Why, then, has the
prerogative of wmerey heen exercised?
Simply becanse the majority of the Ex-
eentive Couneil are soft-hearted (and
soft-headed) ol women who aim at
heing considered humane and only suec-
ceed in heing unntterably foolish.

There are two columns of that Kind of
stuff. T will not insult the House fur-
ther by reading such absolute rubbish.
Tt is rubbish heeanse it is a statement
withont a seintilla of evidence or fact to
support it, not one faet underlies this
srticle.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Why did you not go
for them for libel ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause the Government were dealt with in
their corporate capacity as the Executive,

[32]
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and the libel, if on anybody, is on his Ex-
cellency the Governor, and we were pre-
vented from taking any course of that
kind. The truth is it is generally speak-
ing better, and one can afford to ignove
attacks of this kind, becanse the general
public are beginning to understand the
motives behind, They know the attacks
are not just, bukt party tirades of one or
two ambitious embyro politicians,

Mr. George: Give us the names.

The ATTORNEY QGENERAL: Of
whom?

Mr. George: The embryos.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not necessary. I desire to draw the at-
tention of the House to the real facts of
the ease, and I do not know that I ean
do better—1 rather question whether T
am altogether justified in reading the
judge’s confidential letter to me, but I
presume T may make a breach in the hope
of his forgiveness in the matier. 1 do if
because a note of this confidential ¢harac-
ter is really u resume of the evidence,
and more clearly and succinetly states the
case than could be stated by reading the
evidence in  detail.  The judge thus
states—

With regard to the native prisoners

Charlie, Young Sambo and Roger
There were the patives then with them.

as well as the prisoner Bingie, I have

no observalion to make save this, that
the erime, of which they were severally
eonvicted, was of the usnal category
and for which so far as I know the
poliey of the Government of the day
has been to ¢ommute the sentence tn
imprigsonment for life. They were all
cold-blooded tribal murders.  With re-
gard to Bilheeba and Candido
The two parties referred to in this scand-

. alons article and in the motion,

T think that the Governor would be
warranted in commuting the sentence
also to one of imprisonment for a
term of years. The killing was the out-
eome of a row on the verandah of the
Roebuck Bay hotel at 11 pan. The evi-
dence showed that Thomas Bilheeba
bad been drinking and was intoxi-
cated. He had, during the earlier part
of the evening, a drink or two with the
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barmaid at the Pearlers’ Rest hotel.
Later on the same evening he met her
on the verandah of the Roebuck Bay
hotel where she was acecompanied by
the barman (Freeman), He went ap
to her and spoke to her. She resented
his addressing her and Freeman pro-
ceeded to give effect to her resentment
by putting Thomas off the verandah.
A row ensued in which the other pris-
oner Candido came to Thomas' assist-
ance. Fletcher, the mmrdered man,
hearing the row came out of the bar
and instead of using bis efforts to put
an end to the row he “sailed in” as the
witness expressed it, and gave the man
Thomas Bilheeba a severe handling. In
the meantime the barman Freeman was
treating Candido similarly. During the
fizht Bilheeba drew.a poeket-knife and
stabbed Fletcher. Upon Fletcher call-
ing out he was stabbed the fight
stopped and the acensed and all other
Malays or coloured men near by were
arrested. The white men were clearly
the aggressors. They were sober and
the deceased was a policeman whaose
[duty it was to put a stop to fights and
not to “sail in” as he did. Candido is
in law liable to the death sentence be-
cause of the view the jury took of the
facts. He, however, took no further
part in the row than the fight with
Freemnan. Had Bilheeha been found
guilty of manslaughter Candido must
have been acquitted. I think this case
aceentuates the view I have often ex-
pressed that now that the Code has
made a distinetion between wilful mur-
der and murder a distinetion should be
made in the sentence, A judge now
has no option, and if he were given the
option T feel sure that in many in-
stances the Executive wonld be saved
the trouble of inquiry.

I do not need to guote the papers fur-
ther.

Hon., Frank Wilson:
verdict, murder?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
verdicet was murder. There was no help
but to sentence them to death. The judge
indicates here that had there been a dis-

What was the
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tinetion in the sentences beiween wilful
murder and murder the Executive would
have been spared the necessity of dealing
with the case. I do not think T need lay
the papers on the Table now.

My, 8. Stubbs: Were they boil e¢on-
vieted of murder?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Because the law iz that if T am with a
person who, as in this ease, stabs another,
in an illegal action in a fight or row, if
in the course of the illegality one of the
parties commits murder the other man is
guilty also, although there is no collusion,
If he commits a murder while doing the
illegal act, the other participating in the
illegal act constructively has committed
the murder also. Candido did no more
than fight with Freeman, still he is guilty
of murder.”

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That law requires alter-
ing surely.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is what the judge is pointing out. I hope
I shall be given an opportunity during the
tenure of office of this Government of
altering the law in this respect. T do not
think I ought te lay the papers generally
on the Table. Now that the faets are
known, I feel convinced that what the
Judge says may be well put in eomparison
with what The Sunday Times says. There
is no sentimentality in the conduet of the
Executive, but the case was decided on the
facts submitted. Does the hon. member
want the papers now?

My, Nanson: I can see no objection fo
them -being placed on tlie Table,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then I
will lay them on the Table.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
am quite with the Attorney (eneral that
in many instances it is not desirable or

" guitable to make public papers of this

deseription, but I must say I can hardly
follow his intention as outlined in his
opentng remarks; because he had a more
or less confidential letter from a judge he
could not table the papers.

The Attorney General:
good reason,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: And then ke
decided to read the letter to the House.

Not without
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The Minister for Lands: He said he
had no doubt about reading the letter,
but in tabling the papers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :
tabling the papers.

The Minister for Lands: Not on that
ground,

Hon., FRANK WILSON: On that
ground particularly. Now we have had
the letter from the judge who tried the
wase read and if, as [ suppose it does,
that letter practically summarises the
evidence which was brought before the
court and these men were convieted of
murder, T think every hon. member in
the Chamber is satisfied that it was a
case of manslaughter clearly punishable
by imprisonment and not by the death
penalty. We all desire to protect the
feelings of "the friends of any unfortn-
nate man who is condemned under our
laws, as mentioned by the Attorney Gen-
eral, but we have a duty far above that
to consider also, and that is 4o see that
there is no miscarriage of justice. I can
quite understand the desire of the peopie
residing in that far portion of the State
to have the law put into effect whenever
a sentence has. been justly given nnder
that law in order that life and property
may be duly protected. At the same
time, this seems to me to be a case where
there was a row or a fight, and the con-
stable, in the exercise of his duty, in his
judgment, undoubtedly, thought that he
was justified in entering nto it and tak-
ing the law practically in his own hands,
and administering a castigation himself.
Unfortunately, he made a mistake; but
hecanse one of the persons in that row
bhappened to have a knife on him and
used it effectively, it does not make it
an ast of murder, as I. understand it.
e have had the judge's letter read, and
T do not suppose the evidence can give
any further light on the subject. I do
not  know whether my colleague still
wishes to have the papers placed on the
Table, but 1 shall advise him that there
will be no harm in having the evidence
as well as the judge’s letter made publie.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): The
great featnre of this question is the nn-
desirnbility of Asiaties in this country,

About

909

and we have to face the faet that, while
we have them here, we are likely to have
this sort of thing happening.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have them
also among white men,

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: Wiih white men,
we freat them as white men, but the
leader of the Opposition wants Lhese
men to be treated, not as white men, but
as black men; and that, apparently, is
what The Sunday I'imes wants also. The
faet is that while they are here they
should be treated under our laws. It
has been said that there was a reqnest
from the residents of Broome that these
men should he hanged publiely at
Broome. I doubt very muech whether
that request was made; but, if it was, it
was certainly not made by representative
people at Broome, and it does nob say
very mueh for the people who made it.
T am sure that in Australia we have gone
past the times of these brutal bangings,
and past the times to which some mem-
hers would like to go back. I would feel
sormewhat disgusted if any representa-
tive body made snch a request. 1 eer-
tainly have no very great appreeiation
for those members of the House who
desire to see that system reintroduced
which our forefathers knocked ont almost
a ceutury ago. I consider the Attorney
CGeneral has given a full reply to the
criticism levelled against him. I feel
sorry for the ex-Attorney General. I
consider he was looking for ammunition
and has found a blank—it is not even a
shell, it is not even an empty cartridge
case. The hon. member was, no doubi,
going to make political capital out of
this, and it seems rather sad, seeing the
paucity of political capital he has, that
he could not get a little bit out of it.

Mr. NANSON (in reply): I do not
think that the hon. member was altogether
generons in his remarks with reference to
political ammunition, However, one
scarcely, perhaps, expects generosity from
the hon. member, or even that he should
be able to eredit a political opponent with
acting from a sense of public duty. T
have no desire in this matter to procure
ammunition in order to shool at the Gov-
ernment. There is plenty of ammunition,
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if I wish to go in search of it. I hope
at any rate I shall never bring into
party polities, if it can possibly be
avoided, the question of dealing with
the admmistration of justice and the
exercise of the Royal prerogative of
mercy. I am perfectly prepared to give to
the present Administration, in their ad-
vice as to the exercise of thai preroga-
tive, the eredit of exereising their respon-
sibiliiy in the most conscieniious manner
possible. 1 therefore carefully refrained
in my opening remarks from uttering a
single word that would suggest that T gave
credence to the criticism ibat had been
levelled against the Administration. My
rule ali through, where accusations are
brought, is not to believe an aceusation
until I have bad an oportunity of weigh-
ing the facts upon which the aceusation
is based; and, as I said in my opening
remarks, I had no knowledge of these
faects. Now, this afternoon we have had
read by the Aftorney General a letter from
the judge who tried the case, and T eannot
believe for a moment that Mr., Justice
Burnside would take exeption to the pab-
lication of that letter. I will go further
and say that, on the facts set forth in Lhat
letter, the Exceutive would have been tak-
ing a very heavy responsibility if they had
disregarded the opinion of the judge. As-
suming, as I think we should assume, that

the letter carefully sets forth in concise -

form the salient facis brought forth at
the trial, T believe the Government acted
as any other body of men similarly placed
would have uacied. There is a further
consideration, whether, in view of the read-
ing of that letter, the official papers
should be placed on the Table. T do not for
one moment contend that I feel so strongly
on the necessity of laying these papers on
the Table as I did before the letter was
read; and, thervefore, if the Attorney
General takes strong exeeption to laying
the papers on the Table, I should not
think of taking the matter to a division;
but, in view of all the circumstances, in
view of the charges that have been made,
and in view of the fact that one paper
on the file, to the publieation of which ex-
ception might perhaps be taken, has been
read to the House, then T think a good
purpose will be served by making the
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judge’s notes of the evidence available.
Of ecomrse no precedent is created. I can
see perfectly well the objection that any
Government may have to a course that
may seem to indieate that in all eapital
cases the papers should, as a mafter of
course, go on the Table. Indeed, in many
cases there is no need for it, because,
as I pointed out in my previous remarks,
the facts are so fully reporied thal one
can form an opinion, and if other facts
are undisclosed, there is a means of ob-

taining publicity for these facts. From
the earliest times in English history

Parliament has rightly considered, and
asserted its opinion, that although it
could not, pechaps, interfere excepl by
statnte with the prerogative of mercy, vet
it was o subject that was entitled to be
crificised by Parliament, and on which
Parliament was entitled to seek for in-
formation. On that ground, unless there
are some strong rveasons why the facts
should not be given—and 1 understand
from the Aftorney General that in this
ease there is no reason other than that
which he has read—there ecan be no ob-
jeetion to making these facts known. Fur-
thermore I assume that this ease has pro-
bably excited a considerable amount of
interest in the northerm portions of the
State. I eannot say definiiely that ihis
has occurred, because I have not heen in
communication with the people up there
on the subject, but probably the making
available of the judge’s notes will be wel-
comed. Al any rate, if we can judge from
His Honour’s letter, the making of Lhese
notes available will only serve to confirm
the belief that the Fxeeutive were justi-
fied in the action they took. I trust, there-
fore, the Attorney General will not op-
pose the laying of the papers on the Table,
and that the motion will be permitted lo
pass.

Question put and passed.

The Attorney General laid the papers
on the Table.

MOTION—AUSTRALIAN FLAG FOR
SCHOOLS.
Mr. FOLRY (Leonora) moved—
That in the opinion of this House in-
structions should be issued by the Min-
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tster that the Australian flag (blue)

be flown at all schools throughout the

State on all occasions when flugs are

fown. .
He said: 1 wish to preface my remarks
by stating T am not moving that the flag
be flown because I have any particular
strain of military blood in my veins, or
becanse I desire that Australia shounld at
any time be called upon to indulge in war-
fare. On the contrary I believe—if it
were practicable—in the disarmament of
the whole world. I believe the best this
world is capable of could be brought
about by peaceful carrving out of each
country’s duties by the best men that
each country conld produce. The intro-
duetion of flags in any country has to a
certain extent been based upon senti-
ment. The best and brightest that ever
any country has aecomplished has been
based in the first instance purely on sen-
timent, and as that sentiment grew it has
developed into something more material
than mere sentiment. If the passing of
this motion ecan in any way engender
a true national Australian sentiment in
the younger portion of this vast Com-
monwealth, onr work in this direction will
not have been wasted. The flag I wish to
have flown over the various schools is one
that in itself is purely Australian, with
the addition that we, as Australians, be-
ing part and pareel of the greatest nation
on earth, wish to show our allegiance to
Great Britain by having the Union Jack,
which has maintained so important a part
in Great Britain’s history, perpetuated
by Eiving it a place in our own fag.
Further than that, those persons en-
trusted with the responsibility of saying
what the flag should contain have alse
thought it wise to include in that Aus-
tralian flag the great Southern Cross of
the Southern Hemisphere.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Why not inelude the black swan?

Mr. FOLEY : I will tell my hon. friend
why I do net wish to see the black swan
included in the Austrslian flag. T have
the Speaker’s permission to exhibit here
the flag of which T am speaking, and 1
wigsh to show my friend that the black
swan is not necessary to this flag. This

m

flag, I would like te point ont, is purely
Australian. YWhichever way you look at
this flag you are looking at it with Aus-
tralian eyes, There are no State rights
about this flag and, therefore, the black
swan is not necéssary to its completion,
Whichever way you look at this flag
you look at it through Australian eyes,
and as long as we look at anything
through Anstralian eyes it will be seen
that it behoves the States to look after
their small portien of this Empire. On
that flag are five small stars, and one
great star called the great white star, re-
presenting the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia. Since this partieular flag T am ex-
hibiting was made there have been two
more small stars put on the Australian
flag in order to have each State repre-
sented. There arve six States. There
have been other stars put on tbe Austra-
lian flag to represent the Northern Terri-
tory and Papua ; so you will see that every
State in the Commonwealth is now repre-
sented. Australin is represented
whele, and the Union Jack of Great Brit-
ain, the country from which our fore-
fathers mostly sprang, is represznted
also. That Australia has no wish to be-
little the Union Jack is elearly shown by
its inelusion in the Australian flag. The
flag stands for all that is lofty and high
as far as sentiment is concerned. We wish
the Australian flag to be flown over the
schools in this State, because the younger
children, indeed the majarity of the chil-
dren at school throughout Auwstralia,
scarcely know what the Australian flag
consists of. Every other eountry in the
world has some animal, some flower, or
some flag which they revere when national
sentiment is spoken of. T contend that
no body of men, ne body of school chil-
dren, no hody of the people of Australia
coild feel insulted when they saw at the
head of a procession a flag which has had
the approval of the Imperial authorities,
and which embodies all the essentials
of the Australian flag. There is to be
said of the Australian flag that some
races, namely, the Kaffirs, the Indian coo-
lies, the Javanese, and the Kanakas, bave
no desire to have a flag of some otheg
nation, or some part of a natior with

as a
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which they are not conversant; but
throughout Australia, only reeently, if
any person had raised an Australian flag
there would have been an outery. Ans-
tralia has lived past this, and is living at
ihe present time in the hope of being
in the near fulure one of the great na-
tions of the earth. If we ean engender
that idea of being a great nation, based
on hational sentiment and national pur-
ity, then I think by the flying of these
flags in the schools we are in a great
measure developing the patriotism of the
school children. The Imperial Govern-
ment have given the seal of approval to
the design which now floats over all our
drill halls and public buildings with
which the Commonwealth has anything to
do, and it is hard to conceive how any
opposition could be offered to flying this
flag in the schools, seeing that at present
Scotland will not even allow the Union
Jaek to be put in one corner of her
national flag eonsisting of a lion ramp-
ant. I contend that no hon. member will
deny that Scotland has in the past shown
her allegiance and faith in the great
PBritish Empire. We have also the flag of
Treland. Recently we had the opportunity
.of hearing the Premier and the leader of
the Opposition speaking from the same
platform on a certain question which T
think can be brought in when we are
referring to a flag. Although the national
flag of Ireland is not the same as the
national flag we wish to see flown in Aus-
tralia, no one can say the people of that
nation have not in the past done their
duty towards Great Britain. One reason
why we should fly the blue Anustralian
flag is that that flag, on which was
marked the Southern Cross, was the first
flag ever flown in Australia, and it has
been handed on to us and has been re-
cognised by the Federal authorities, who
have decided that it shall be the blue flag
which shall float over their buildings and
their ports when a flag is flown. There is
no need to weary the House on this ques-
tion, but I do hold that now Australia has
come to think as a nation, and is doing
her part towards bettering the condition
of the people, by that attitude she is add-
ing to the prestige of the British Empire.
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If we as the Australinn nation are doing
that, we are doing our duty. When the
American boys were here the Australian
cadets wished to present them with an
Australian flag to take hack to America
but, althougl the Australian flag was ap-
proved of by the Imperial authorities,
officialdom or vegulations of some sort
precluded the presenting of the flag hy
one of the Australian cadets. It had to be
done by a private Australian boy, The
American boys were allowed to have that
llag at the head of their procession when
it was given to them by a private Aus-
tralian boy, when the restriction was re-
moved. So it will be seen that there was
no insult offered to the Imperial authori-
ties or to Great Britain. We have a flag
of our own and one which, T hope, if ever
it he necessary, will be earried to sue-
cess, although I trust it will never be
fought under, becanse it is my earnest
hope that our nation will be one of peace.

The ATTORKNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker): [ am not quite sure what
obligations this may place upon the Min-
ister, what duties may devolve upon him,
The motion reads “Instrnetions should
he issued by the Minister.” 1 am in
doubt as to what Minister is intended,
and T am still more in doubt as to what
power any Minister of this Government
has to issue orders with regard to the
flying of a partienlar flag.

My, Taylor: We know all about wav-
ing the flag at election time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not at all sore that it is for any Minister
or any executive officer of the Govern-
meni to issne such instructions. Is it
not rather a matter for whoever is in
command of the army of the State, the
army of the Commonwealth, or the army
of the Imperial Empire? Just imagine
me issuing such orders! A British fleet
comes in here, and they propose to fly
the Imperial flag, but I issue orders that
the Commonwealth flag shall go np along-
side the Imperial flag. T would like to
know how they wonld regard it, whether
they would eonsider me as a rebel.

Mr. Turvey: Or an Australian.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
are times when evenr an Australian has
to bow the head to a superiov anthority.

Mr. O’Loghlen: This flag combines the
two, the British and the Australian.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Still it
is not the Imperial flag, it is the flag of
a section of the British dominions. A
section, it is trne, of which everyone of
us should feel intensely proud, but it is
not the Imperial flag, and whether we
should have authority for running that
flag np alongside the Imperial flag, I do
not know, We have no power to order
the flying of a partienlar flag.

Mr, Heitmann: You ean ovder it in
the schools,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, it
is not the flag of this State. Counld I
order the Chinese flag to be flown;

Mr. Heitmann: 1 think every man
should have a flag of his own.

Mr. Taylor: They do have at election
time.

Mr. George: Could we fly it on the top
of this building?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You
can by courtesy fly the flag of every
nation in the world, but they are not our
flags, and the hon. member hit the nail
on the head when he spoke of the senti-
ment for a particular flag. Tt is the
partieular sendiment eclustering around
around partieular flags that makes it
difficult to indiseriminately wuse them.
Theve ave flags that signify a particular
sentiment at a particular time, that are
fitting and appropriate for a partienlar
event, and alt other flags flown on that
oceasion would be incongruous and mar
the sentiment.

Mr, 8. Stabbs: Not long ago a flag was
flown near a warship at Albany, and the

man was hauled before the admiral for.

daring to fly the flag.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes,
T might hoist up a flag whieh would be
an insult.

Mr. McDotwall: This motion is with re-
gard to flags hoisted at schools.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member should read the motion.
Whenever any flags are flown in this
State, up would have to go at ihe schools
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the Australian flag blue. I do not know
what kind of a mess we should get into
if that were done, While I desire to
have this general sentiment ecultivated,
and I think the hon. member has shown
his love for national sentiment, I do not
want to forget another more intense, be-
cause narrower sentiment, and that is
the sentiment which will cluster aronnd
the Western Australian flag, I guite
agree we shonld never forget that we are
members of a great nation in the Com-
monwealth, and the Commonwealth is a
nation fit to take her place among the
nations of the world, but still the Com-
wonwealth is part of a greater empire,
and we must not forget the sentiment
that is around the empire. Neither must
we forget the sentiment that surrounds
our own homes. In my huwnoble opinion
there is much to be said in favour of an
honourable emulation and rivalry between
the sister partners of this Common-
wealth, and if I may be allowed to ex-
press the opinion, 1 might say that this
yonngest sister of the States, the Cindesr-
ella, as she has been called, has within
ler equal possibilities with any of the
older established States, and this State
should have her flag honoured and re-
spected as any sovereign State in the
British empire. That is my sentimen:.
I believe in Western Aunstralia as a great
country in the growing,

Mr, (PLoghlen: There shounld be no
difference between State and State s
regards the flag.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then
why shonld there be any difference be-
tweenr Commenwealth and Dominion? if
we fly the British flag we fly the flag of
every State in the whole of the British
dominions, and on that seore it would be
unpecessary. If you are going to Ay a
flag in conjunction with the British flag,
which covers and includes all flags, then
I want to come in with Western Aus-
tralia, and if we have a flag for our own
particular seetion of the State, I will
have that as well. I believe in intensity.
as well as in diffusion, of sentiment. T
believe we are attached to the particular
spot we love as mueh as to the greater
portion. namely, the State. What T want
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to point oui ehiefly is that I have no
power to order the flying of flags on some
oceasions. If there is what I might eall
a vice-regal funetion when the commander
of the forees in Western Australia is in
command of the day, I could not order
what flags he shall fly on such an oeea-
sion. That would be impertinent, and
however much I might wish fo have it
done, 1 could give no order, and if I dis-
obeved the orders of the commander of
His Majesty’s forees in Western Awus-
tralia T might be arrested or suspected of
disloyal sentiments. All T ean promise
is that I will make representations in the
proper quarters that this is the wish of
this House. The hon. member knows
that the Commonwealth flag is to be flown
on every festive occasion when holiday-
making and episodes clustered around by
sentiment are transpiring. I have put it
in rather a verbose way, but whenever we
are honouring the British flag we should
be proud to associate the Federal flag
with it. [ would not advise this House
to set to work to order the commander
of His Majesty’s forees in these
dominions vegarding what flag shall be
flown at events where he, technically
speaking, is in command of the day. I
ihink the hon. member has served his
purpose by expressing this sentiment, and
I am sure he only desives to have that
sentiment impressed upon the Minister
for Edueation and the authorities who
have charge of the flag, so to speak, and
having served that purpose I think he
will be content to withdraw the motion.

Mr, McDOWALL {Coolgardie): T do
it altogether agree with the Aditorney
General. T think he iz making too much
of a song about the commander of our
various regimends,  As a matter of faet
I think he is slightly misreading the inten-
tion of the member for Mount Lennora.
Mr. Folev simply desires that a flag should
be flown at schools throughout the State.
I think it is only right and proper that
this State, which pays for the education
of its children, shonld endeavour to in-
ruleaie in them a love for the Australian
flag, and T should say not only this State
hut the whole of the States of the Com-
manwealth.  Although the Attorney Gene-

{ASSEMBLY.]

ral desires the mover to withdraw his
motion, 1 think this House should express
some opigion on the subject. If we
simply eome here and have a few mioutes’
conversalion, and then withdraw the mo-
Lion, no good whatever is effected; noth-
ing is done. Let us put it to the House
and get an expression ¢f the representa.
tives of the people, and see if they are
desirous of instilling patriotism into the
people of Awpsiralia. There iz no question
of being rebels; that does not enter into
lhe matter al all. \We are a thoroughly
loyal lot of people,

Mr. George: Loyal to whom?

Mr. Me DOWALL: To our Sovereign
and to our country. Our country prinei-
pally alb present is Australin,’ We desire
that everything that ineuleates love of
country, everything that arouses patriot-
ism, evervihing that edueates the young
|:eople of a country to express their love
for it on every ncecasion should be done,
The flving of this flag is undoubtedly eal-
culated 1o edueate the youth of Australia
up fe some idea of the importance of
their eonntry. 1, for one, do noi desire
to speak at any length on the question be-
vause, so far as T can see, it is one that
should commend itself to members without
any effort whatever. The Attorney Gene-
ral complaing that he does not know which
Minister is to give the instruections to fly
the flag at the schools. Tt ean only be the
Mimster for Edueation. The Attorney
General is only assuming an innoeenee
that he does not possess when he makes a
statement of that kind.

The Attoruey General: 1t might e the
Premier.

Mr. MeDOWALL: It might be, but it
is undoubtedly intended for the Minister
for Edueation, and I sincerely trust (hat
without wasting mueh time and without
mueh delay we shall by a resolution of
the House express our desive that ihe Ans-
tralian flag shall be Aown at sueh sehools.
It is useless to wilhdraw the motion and
have no expression of opinien. The
sentiment that the Attorney Cleneral ex-
pressed is what he objected to ihe other
evening. He tells us to withdraw the mo-
tion and he will make represemrtaiions to
the proper quarter. I am not satisfied
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with that. 1 want an expression of opin-
ion from this House that the Australian
flag should be flown. In order that there
may be no misconception as to who is to
issue the insiruction, I will move an
amendment to insert after “Minister” the
words “for Edueation.” That will make it
perfeeily elear as to who we intend should
issue the instruetion. Tf the second eon-
tention of the Attorney General is correct,
and he abjeets to the flag being flown
on all occasions when flags are flown, we
would probably be able to amend the mo-
tion to meet his views, but I want some
expression given as to whether, in the
opinion of this House, the flying of this
flag is advisable ovr desirable.

Mr. Wisdom: What about Empire Day?

Mr, MeDOWALL: That is certainly a
day when the Australian flag should be
flown with the Imperial flag. It is not
our desire that the British flag should he
interfevred with in any way whatever, but
we know, and the Australian Natives’ As-
sociation know, that theve has been a con-
siderable amount of cavilling in connection
with this matter. We know we have had

a promise from the Federal Minister for.

Defence to fly this partienlar flag and
yet that promise has not been recognised
on some ogeasions,

Mr.  Tleitwann:
Lyon Weiss?

Mr, McDOWALL: I am speaking on
a serious subject, and I cannot take notice
of frivolous interjections. 1 do not think
it is necessary to take up any further time.
T shall eontent myself now by moving the
amendment—

Have you consulted

That after “Minister” the words *for
Education” be Inserted. '

Mr. LEWIS (Canning):
amendment.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) : The hon. mem-
ber in moving this motion, and the mover
of the amendment are both prompted by
a sentiment which appeals to all of us,
that of fostering here a spirit of patriot-
ism. I think il is desirable that the grow-
ing youth of Anstralia should be taaght
to appreciate the land of their birih. to
take a pride n its glory and sncecesses, in
ils past history, and in its immense natural
resources. They should he tanght 1o be-

T second the
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lieve that it is a heaven-sent land to them
and to those whe have sought its shores
for the purpose of making a livelihood
and making it their permanent residence.
They should be taught to take a glory and
pride in this land of theirs, and to believe
it is the grandest gem in the diadem of the
Empire. That is the object I think of
the mover of the motion, and with that
objeet T think everyone will sympathise.
There s no feeling so productive of good
for any country than the feeling of pat-
riotism among the citizens of the coun-
try.  After all, that is the feeling which
binds us together, makes us believe in the
future of the conuntry, makes us £éel—

All are hut parts of one stupendous whale,
Whose body—

if T may paraphrase Pope—

............ the Empire is, Australia the soul.
1f by fostering this spirit of pat-
riotism we ean inclive the Australian
yvouth to take a bigger interest in
their country, and in the big politi-
cal problems that face it, we will
find them grow into more useful citizens.
There are iremendons problems facing
this country that will have to be taken in
hand without very much delay. The ques-
tion of defence, and the question of our
Asiatie neighbours, all these are crop--
ping up; they are affording a fer-
tile source of discussion at the pre--
sent time, but very shortly they will
come bhevond the stage of disenssion,
and we will be faced with the
problem of what we are to do in a prae- -
tical way towamls seftling these difficul-
ties. If the Australian vouth feels that
pride in his eountry which I think he
ought to feel, and if he feels, to use Gold-
smitl’s words. that~—

Such is the patriot’s boast, where’er we

romn,

His first, best country ever is at home.

If he helieves that. e will become more
attached to his eouniry, more attached to
ils shores, he will be jealous of its hononr,
always ready to stand up for its rights,
always ready to do what he ean for the
zood of its citizens as a whole; he will
also—and 1 think this is n peint which
appeals partienlarly to members of this
gide of the House—be anxious to see
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that every man and woman in Australia
is given a fair chance to get a fair liveli-
hood; he will see to it, so far as he can,
tlrat every man and woman in Australia
is given equal opportunity to advance in
lile, vomfort and happiness, no matter
© from what social strata he or she may he
drawn, We should do all we can to foster
and encourage Australian patriotism hoth
from a sentimental and from a practical
point of view. 1t eaunot be said that Aus-
tralians will make any the worse citizens of
the Empire because they have a particular
and special delight and glory in their own
country. Now, while T endorse and sup-
port the members for Mount Leonora and
Coolzardie in their desire to fosier this,
I do not think it can altogether be done
by the mere flying of a flag; I think that
we should probe deeper. and go further
than the mere flying of a flag. We should
have it as part of our school enrrienlum
that one day at any rate in the vear
should be devoted sperially to the history
of Australia and the lessons it teaches and
to the stndy of Australian subjects, and,
if necessary, a display of the flag, with
instruction as to the meaning of the great
Southern Cross and the other em-
blems upen it. That is how to fos-
ter the spirit of patriotism, not the
mere hoisting of a flag, tying it
with a string, and leaving it to float in
the wind. That is all very well, but it
-does not go far enough; it does not in-
culeate in the minds of the Australian
vouth a proper spirit of patriotism, or
make people proad of their country and
prond fo he ealled ecitizens. But reading
the history of the country and learning
the lessons it tenehes. and reading the lives
of our great explorers and all of those
who have made this country’s history.
must make one proud to belong to the
same nation: and any boy who reads and
understands this country’s development on
political lines, where Australia has bheen
in the vanguard in all political progress,
must also feel prond ta helang to that
country. It is to coltivate this spirit that
it 18 necessarv to go further than fiv a
flag. We ought to set a day apart for the
study of Awsiralian history, and the les-
sons which Australian history teaches, 1
listened attentivelv to the Attornev (en-
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eral, and 1 could see that the motion as
framed, from his point of view, was al-
moest impracticable, because it means that
the Australan flag will be Hown on all
occasions on which fags are flown.

Mr. Wisdom: Is it noi flown on all
vecagions

Mr. DWYER: No.

Mr. Wisdomm: What flag is flown?

Mr. DWYER: In some schools in ont-
lying parts 1 dave say there is no flag
ffown; in other schools the Union Jaek,
the flag of the Emypire, is flown. I suguest
that the intention of the mover was fhat
on ail occasions ot scheol festiviries the
Australian flag ought to he flown, and that
the children attending a school should be
rathered under the flagz sa that they could
feel that they belonged to the Australian
nation, and thal they were a part also
of one great Empire, though in particular
their allegiance was due to Australia. T
would suggest that, later on, the mover
might aceept an amendment to add after
“flown” the words “at sehool festivals,”
in order to make the motion praeticable,
T would be exceedingly sorry if the motion
were lost; it would be a veflection on hon.
members’ patriotism :  but I feel, in its
present form, the motion is impracticable,
and I make this snggestion to the hon.
member to modify 1t and make it praeti-
cable and reasonable for aeceeptance by
the Minister for Edueation. who is a re-
sponsible officer of the Crown, and has to
laock outside sentiment somewhat. T am
quite sure. the Attorney General is just
as anxious as all of us to eullivate and
develop Australian sentiment, but he has
also to consider the full effect of any
motion of this kind when passed: and
it wonld he unfair fo place him in the
position of endeavouring to earry out a
motion deliberately pussed by this Par-
linment which the law itself would not
permit him to carrv out. That is a diflienlt
position in which to place him. and a
rather unfair position. For that reasen
T suggest that hon. members should con-
sider the question of modifving their
motion. Flags are flown when we have
visitors such as the T'nited States battle
fleet or Japanese warships. They are
flown on the 17th Mareh, and on varviouws
other oceasions ton numerons to mention,
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T ask bon. members fo consider my pro-

position.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m,
iThe Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):

If there is one thing which has pleased

me more than another during the discus-

sion we have had to-day, it is the feeling
from the speakers who are really and
fully Avstralian, that is by being born in

Australia, The feeling they have expressed

which does eredit to them, and which is

one that should be inculeated throughout
the length and breadth of this continent:
that is, the feeling of patriotism to the
country in which a man is born. I speak
as an Fnglishman born and as an Austra-
lian of nearly thirty years’ standing, and
althongh I may not pretend to feel for

Australin as strongly as those who are

born in it, and as strongly as I hope my

children, who bave been born in Austra-
lia, do feel, I can say that Australia spells
for me something more than a mere name;

a country which is good, which is gov-

erned and will always he governed by men

of English origin. I can understand the
desire of the mover that the Australian
flag ¢hall not be obseured.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 would
remind the hon. member that only a for-
mal amendment is before the House, and
I think it would be hetter to dispose of
that.

Alr. GEORGE: T was going to move
another amendment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T think
this one might be disposed of ficst.

Amendwment put and passed.

Mr. GEORGE: T was referring to the
member for Leonora, who has submitted
this motion to the House, and was stat-
ing that in his devotion to the flag of his
native land he was not unmindful and did
net wish to forget our sense of duty and
the sense of love and affeciion we should
have, and which I believe we have, for the
flag of the old land, which his forbears
and my forhears served under, and the
point that struck me was whether the hon.
member intended that the Australian
flag should be flown on occasions only
when the flag of the Empire was flown,
or whether if should be used as an almost

a7

everv-day occurrenee. To my mind, while
it is desirable that every effort should be
made to cause the childven of the State
to feel that they ave to be, in their small
way, citizens of a great eountry, I think
the exhibition of the Australian flag
would be inecomplete if at the same time
the British flag were not flown as well.

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

ister) : It will he joined with it, )

Mr. GEORGE: But T would like io
feel that the children of Australia were
made to understand the greatness of the
country from which their forbears came,
and I would like them to feel at the same
time a love for their native land, that
deeper pride which Englishmen under-
stand and know, that we people who have
come from those islands in the Northern
sens have practically been masters of the
world. While rejoicing as they do that
Australia is a part of that Empire, lov-
ing it as they will do as their native coun-
try, they recognise they are only a part
of a mighty whole, which they may be
proud to live for and proud to fight for,
and, if necessary, proud to die for. The
flag of old England has never been used
otherwise than in the cause of sweeping
away oppression and wrong, and proud as
we may feel for our native land, let ns
not forget that the deeper and enduring
pride, the only pride we have, is a know-
ledge that we sprung from a great coun-
try. I think it imay not be out of pliace
to say that T am glad indeed it has fallen
to the lot of some Ministry in my time te
propose to the people of Australia that
theiv duty lies in preparing for defence.
I feel that the question of defence and the
question of the flag are allied, and that
there will awaken in this great continent
a feeling of patriotism whieh we, at any
rate at present, can hardly understand. Tt
is not merely the fact of this service heing
a military service, it is the faet that be-
vond all that, contributing as it will to-
wards the defenee of the continent, it will
build np in the youth of our countrv a
physigue and a feeling of discipline that
they ave strongly in need of. The hon.
member might perhaps have pressed this
matter a little further, and his friend and
my friend. the member for Coolgardie,
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who is such a great believer in the Aus-
tralian natives, as [ am too, that their
idea is that this one flag can be made on
all oceasions to represent what is required
for patriotism and so forth. It may he
that if that flag is exhibited in our schools.
and if the teachers who are there find
that that flag is united to the flag of the
old conniry, the spirit of which T have
heen speaking will be carried out. But
I do want to stale that it will be, in my
opinion, a bad day for Australia, a bad
day for anyoue born in the British Dom-
inions, when they forget the great debi
they owe the country from which their
fathers cawe,

AMr. Heitmamm: [ do not think
ean be loyal unless he is patriotie.

Mr. GEORGE : Of course he cannot,
but he cannot be patriotie unless he is
loyal. He may be loyal and patriotic
o the eountry in which he was born, that
is natural and what we want, but how-
ever strong that patriotism may be, and
however strong that loyalty may be, un-
less it is bnilt up on the strong founda-
tion of a belief in ihe race to which we
belong, I say no patriotism or lovalty
will be worth a snap of the finger.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The people of the
East end of London have not mueh to be
thankful for.

Mr. GEORGE : Wge are not discussing
the troubles which must be associated
with every nation, not.only British, but
Frenel, German, Russian. and even the
great United States. Those blots and
nicers on eivilisation which ean be found
in all great eountries are not confined to
the English race. They are universal. But
what I am speaking of is the pride of
race, the pride of belonging e a nation
which from a small beginning now domi-
nates the world, and which has done more
to eivilise the world and help forward
humanity than any other nation. We
know, and who knows better than those
whe have had anything to do with large
cities. that trouble there mmst be in all
the lower grades of society, and. thank
God, the people of the nation, it does not
matter whether they be of the higher
or the lower grades, are doing their best
to make things materially better. The

one
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question of our race is nbsolutely the
question of personal endurance and per-
sonal existence. Is the hon. member not
aware that at Lhe present time the greatest
problem whieh is affeeting statesmen in
the old country, and which affects us, is
the threatening cloud of war between Lhe
old country and one of the other great
nations? Is he not aware that the eost of
armaments is mounting up and up? What
better lesson can be got than the absolute
faet that Australia has started its navy?
What for? Not for defiance. but for the
defence of Australia, and to assist that
great old country of which T have been
speaking. T would say in eonclusion that
T am provd to hear the young Australians
in this Chamber speak so feelingly and
so truthfully abont their atfection for
their country. 1 say “God speed to them
and to their country.” They have a coun-
try worth living in, worth fighting for
and, if necessary, worth dying for.

The Minister for Lands moved—

That consideration of motions be pro-
veeded with.

Mr. Monger : On a question of priv-
ilege, I would like to know if this is
lo be the understanding during the re-
mainder of the sesston—if the Govern-
ment with their small majority are going
tu ecommandeer every Wednesday evening
for the personal convenience of their sup-
potters?

The Deputy Speaker : The hon. mem-

ber is not in order; he is imputing
motives, What is the question of privi-
lege?

Alr. Mounger: T desive to know whether
the motions are (o be proceeded with be-
fore the Orders of the Day?

The Deputy Speaker: That is the
motion which the Minister has moved.

Motion put and passed.

Mr, MONGER.: In respect to the mo-
tion moved by the member for TLeonora,
T desire to move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MONGER : May I ask, Mr. Deputy
Speaker. whether yon are taking notice
of the amendment moved hy the member
for Perth?
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is
no amendroént before the Chair at pre-
sent.

Mr. MONGER: 1 understood the hon.
‘member for Perth moved an amendment
that e¢ertain words be added.

The Minister for Lands: He only
wave notiee of his inlention of so moving.

Mr, POLEY {in reply): I desire to
reply briefly to some of the speakers. I
“do not wish that the amendment sug-
wested by the member for Perth should
be embodied in the motion. My reason
is that I have no desire thal the flags
“should be waved only on special occa-
stons, when the holiday making spirit and
other spirits sare in, and people are
tempted to wave flags, when the waving
of flags wonld mean nothing. I say the
flags should be waved threughout the
schools as an everyday occurrence, in
order to engender in our school children
the idea that it should be an everyday
_oecurrence to think something of the flag
of their couniry. In a country like
America the national flag is flown
thronghout the States every day, and
every day the childven salute that flag.
1 think the amendment proposed by the
member for Coolgardie will meet the
“ease.  As regards the suggestion of the
Atiorney (feneral, T have no intention of
withdrawing the motion, because, as the
member for Coolgardie has pointed out,
we desire to get the opinion of the House
as to whether or not this flag should be
flown. 1 was almost tempied to bring the
flag into the House again when I heard
the member for Muarray - Wellington
- gpeak as he did. Tn the course of my
remarks in moving the motion T was very
carefnl, when using the word Australian,
not to mention whether it meant Ams-
tralian-born or Australian by adoption;
berause in my opinion there are in Aus-
tralia juslt as good Australians by adop-
tion nas ihere are.unative-born, and the
Australian sentiment is as deeply rooted
in their hearts as in those of the nabive-
born Australians. The Attorney General
spuke about Western Australia, T am a
native of the State of Vietoria. Still I
recognise at the present time Western
Ausiratia is the best State of the lot.
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All my interests are here, and I have as
deep a love in my heart for Western Aus-
tralia as for my native State. And in
saying this [ am not insulting my native
State in any sense. I hope all the petty
feelings which exist between the varions
States will be cast into oblivion. The
flag we had in this Chamber this after-
noon stands for the whole of Australia.
If the several States desire to work

out their individual destinies it is their -

right to do so, but while we intend lo
have a flag to fly over Australia we
should have our own Australian flag, and
the one we had here this afternoon is the
truest expression of what Australia can
produce.

Question, as amended, pub and passed.

MOTION—DATRY INSPECTOR'S
REPORTS. -
Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table of
the House the reports furnished by
Inspeclor Brunt on the state of the
dairies he has uisited during the past
12 months.
He said: Mr, Inspector Brunt has been
on a very extensive inspection around the
dairies in order to colleet data for the
committee appointed to fix the standard
of milk in relation to pure food supplies,
and there is not the least doubt that when
we read Mr. Brunt’s report, if I am not
mistaken, there will be found therein
some interesting news which should prove
highly informative to the people of
Weslern Australia. Many atiempts have
heen undertaken to discount the asser-
tions made at different times by the Com-
missioner for the South-West, and others,
in respeet to dairying inspection, but
when Mr. Inspector Brun{'s report is
placed upon the Table we shall have our
eyes opened again. It will be found to
be another edition of the old story of
the filthy state of some of the dairies.
Mr, GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) : T
am glad to learn from the few remarks
made by the mover of the motion that
when this report is on the Table we shall
find in it some justification for the re-
markable strictures which the dairy ex-
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pert of the State found it necessary to
make. The distri¢t whieh I have the hon-
our to represent has a number of dairies
within  iis  confines, and a number of
dairymen who have been engaged for
many years in providing milk for the
metropolis have felt that the remarks
made by the Commissioner were, at any
rate, too sweeping to be allowed to pass

without question. Those dairymen are not
" unaware that there are dairies and dairies,
some of which are unhealthy. and ought
to be swept oul. On the other hand they
say with some reason “We have dairy in-
speetors, and if tliese inspeclors are do-
ing their work it should be impossible
for sueh a state of things as was referred
to by Mr. Connor to exist.”” They say,
further, that if fhis state of things
does exist then the iuspeetors are not
doing their duty. while if ihe inspectors
ave doing their duty the vemarks of the
Commissioner cannot be justified. And
they feel, with some degree of strength,
that it wounld be unfair if the dairtes which
are clean, or which the owners believe to
be clean and desire should be elean,
should be branded amovgst those other
dniries which are unmistakably unclean.
If this report will show the dairies to
which Mr, Connor referred when he made
that memorable speeeh, then it will be for
those T represent to feel that the stigma
‘eannot remain upon them. So far as My,
Connor is concerned, it is onlv just to
sny from my knowledge of him that he is
a man who, I think, would be very eareful
not to say a thing unless he could sup-
port it with proof. He would have no
desire to injure anybody. But, he having
had the eourage to make those remarks,
it is only veasonable thai the Government
shonld let those who are entitled to have
these striclures placed upon them he
known, and those not entitled to be in-
cluded in the same category allowed to
feel that there is uno slur placed upon
them. I am willing t¢ admit that the
question of milk supply is probably the
greatest faclor we can possibly have in
respect to infant mortality, The hon.
gentletnan knows, and I know, many in-
stances of infants, supplied with milk
from dairies, who have pined and pined,
and some of them eventually passed out,

[ASSEMBLY.]

while others supplied with milk from pri-
vate ecows have grown up with healthy
bodies. So far as the Government ex-
periment iz  eoncerned, I for one will
wateh it with great interest in the hope
that I will be able to say they have done
well for the country. I shall say nothing
about the Government dairy until T see
how it turns out. If the Government suc-
ceed in supplying pure milk for infants I
will say they have done good work, and,
so far as that part of socialism is con-
cerned, I shall he glad to support it.
Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (Houorary
Minister) :  In order that hon. members
may not be under n misapprehension, T
would Jike to point out thgt when we pet
this report, which T am agreeable shonld
be 1aid on the Table, it will be found that
it eontains nothing dealing with individual
dairtes, but is a general expression of
opinien from one who has spent 12 months
doing nothing else bt visiting the dairies
throughout the State on a special mission
for the express purpose of taking samples
of milk so as o enable the advisory board
to ascerinin if it was possible to fix a
standavd different from that which has
been in existence in the State for many
vears. This man has had an opportunity
of inspecting dairies differently from the
ordinary dairy inspector, becanse he has
been able to see what system is adopted
when he is not considered to be an in-

spector.

Mr. Lander: He caught them on the
hop.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister): T do not say that, bnt on
many oeccasions, as soon as an inspector
comes to a dairy, methods are adopted
which arve not the usual practice. This
man has been in a position, however, to
see the system in vogue in almost every
dairy when an inspecior is not expected to
be present, and no doubt his report will
be verv intevesting. Objections have been
taken in regard to the remarks of Mr.
Connor. the Commissioner for the Sonih-
West, but T am fully satisfied from re-
ports presented not only by the inspeetors,
but alse by the bacterologist (Dr. Me-
Clintoclk). and other officers in the Medieal
Department, that no strictures could be
too strong ou some of the people earrying
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the same time, although strictures have
been very often passed on dairies in gene-
ral, it does not follow that every man does
not do his utmost to see that his dairy
is conducted under the best system. There
is a good deal of difficulty in connection
with this, because we realise ihat if impure
milk is brought into the City and the seller
is taken fo the court the retailer condemns
the wholesale man who has a dairy in the
country, as was mentioned by the member
for Murray-Wellington ; those in the coun-
try, in furn, take great objection to the
blame being placed on their shoulders, and
vice rersu. The man who sells the milk
says he sells it in the eondition in which
he receives it and does nothing to make
it impure. but T am satisfied that as a
result of the action taken by the Govern-
ment of late in eonnection with the distri-
bution of milk in the metropolifan area—
tha examinations and analyses, and in
many instances the prosecutions that have
taken place—hetter conditions will obtain
in future.

Mr. George: If the dairies ave dirty,
what have the inspectors been doing?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): That is one of flie questions
any person can always fall back upon—
why does not the inspector close a dairy
that is bad? The fact is that the inspeetor
orders improvements to be made and al-
most every dairyman promises that he will
carry them out, but it takes time to put
the Jaw into motion to compel him to de
that. The hon. member for Claremont
could tel! the House that the health au-
thorities in his distriet had almost to
persecute people in order to compel them
te keep their dairies in order, and I could
quote cases in East Fremantle where peo-
ple have left the distriet rather than com-
ply wilth the conditions imposed upon
them by the health authorities. Unless
dairymen are followed up closely to see
that the improvements required are car-
ried ouf, it iz almost impossible to have
the dairies kept up to the proper stand-
ard. The member for Murray-Wellington
wonld not desire that inspectors should be
continually putting people into the police
conrt, and to avoid that they try their
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ntmost fo educate people to the necessity
of keeping their daivies up to a high
standard. In rvegard to the. Government
milk supply there have heen many eritic-
ismis, but not one of them has had any
foundation, so far as the pwrily of the
milk is concerned, The milk suppiied to
the hospitals is perfectly pure, and the
lrospital ellticials are well satisfied with the
action of the Grovernment in taking over
this supply.

Hon., J. MITCHLELL (Northam) ; This
dairy business has heen fruttful of mneh
trouble from {ime to time, and in connee-
tion with il at least one member has
earned notorieiv. It has alwaxs been the
eustont to abuse evervbody who supplies
milk to the people. We should have all
the reports which the department has re-
ceived during the last twelve months from
the inspectors, becanse it would be good
for the House and for the public to know
what has happened. I feel safe in saying
that tlie dairies of Western Australia are
quite up to the average of those in Ans-
tralia generally at any rate. The pecple
who engage in dairying in Perth do so
under great disadvantages. Teed is dear
and in summer lime they have to depend
almost entively on dry feed, but I helieve
they have tried to supply good and pure
milk, There -are exceplions of eourse—
men who do nol keep their premises clean
and do not supply milk up to the standard
—hut we should be just and fair to the
dairymen. When the late Covernment
were in office we had manyv inspections
carried out when sensational statements
had been made, particalarly by the mem-
her fov East Perth,

Mr. Lander: You remember that “put
up” inspection you had at that time.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The hon. mem-
ber is the only one who fakes anything.
These inspections were fairly undertaken
in the interests of the peaple and not in
the interests of the dairymen. T remember
the sensational statement being made that
if the people drank milk it would be the
end of them. e sent our inspectors and
newspaper reporters on surprise visits and
the dairies visited were found to be all
they should be. Tt goes without saying
that we can have a pure milk supply if
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we pay for it. There is a dairy in Vie-
toria which supplies the Lady Dalton In-

sfitute with pure mitk, but that costs-

twice the price of the milk ordinarily sap-
plied. I think it is 1s. 6d. per gallon.
1 visited that place. and saw the milk
pput up. and the great care that is taken
in the milking and in the appointments.
The milk rooms are kept at a low iem-
perature. and the cows are tested once a
vear, but in Victorin. where milk is sold
as low as Gd. per gallon, T know that the
price of the milk of this particular dairy
was high indeed. 1 have forgolten the
exacl price, but 1 remember that T eon-
sidered it fwice the ordinary price of
milk os vetailed in Perth. However, the
people can have just what they ean afford
to pay for, and they cannot afford to pay
for milk up to that standard. If all the
dairies were to be kept as that particular
daivy is kepi, we eould not afford milk at
all. At fhe same {ime, I believe there
should be continuous inspection, that the
dairies should be clean and that the cows
should be inspected from fime to time,
hut I am not fool enough to suppose that
there is a hig dairy m this State or in
the other States (hat is altogether free
from tubereniosis. The cattle in  Aus-
tralia are more or less affected, and no
one knows hetter than the member for
Fast Perth that if there is one tubereu-
lows eow in a herd, it takesvonly a short
time for the whole herd to hecome in-
fected. Tt seems to me that the solufion
of the milk supply difficulty does not lie
so much in the inspeection of dairies as
it does in the inspection at the point of
delivery. Tn Sydney they pasteurise a
areat deal of the wilk, and that is whelly
free from germ life when it is sent out.
The only safe supply we ean have is
throngh pasteurising, but we have not
reached that stage yet, and in the mean-
time it is the duaty of the Government
to see that there are inspeetions and that
the dmiries are kept clean. At the same
time, the people who are supplyving milk
must be treated fairly if the public are to
vet & good supply at a reasonable cost.
The milk is dear now; notwithstanding
the efforis of the Government. I remem-
ber that when I imporied cows with a

view to encouraging the dairving indus-
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try, I was subjected to a good dea! of
criticism from members uvpposite,

The Minister for Lands: No. the ob-
Jjeetion was to the messenger vou senl.

Mr. Taylor: Don’t you follow suit from
that side?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The man we sent,
was a capable man and an experieuced
officer, but he was a West Australian.
and that was all members opposite
had to complain of. Wheo did the present
Government send 1o the Eastern Stales
to buy cows for the establishment of the
Government herd?

The Minister for Lands: We brought
cows over and bought them on a tmbereulin
test.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tubereulin tests
are not'always infallible, because the hon.
member knows there are times when the
tuberculin will not reset and the test is
useless. Will the Minister sayv whether
fhese eows have come into milk since thev
arrived in the State?

The Minister for Lands: I presume they
eame over in nilk.

1lon. J. MITCHELL: Cows ennnot he
brought over in milk nor can the Govern- -
ment rely whollv on the tuberculin test.
We know that a tuberenlin test eanuot al-
ways be applied with any degree of eer-
tainty. These cows that the Minister for
Lands is bringing over will help to swell
the supply in the metropolitan area. but if
the Minister for lLands translerred cows
from the herds already established he will
not be doing anything to increase the milk
snpply. 1 hope the Minister will tell nus
where the Government obtained those cows
and how many thev purchased? There is
no doubt that the determination of (he
Government to establish a State milk sup-
ply has discouraged those connected with
the industry. and the result will he that
there will be less milk for the people in
the metropolitan area than there has been
unless the Government make it clear as
soon as possihle how far they intend fo
zo. T helieve that the dairving industry
shonld be encouraged and T know it can
only exist where supervision is alf that
it onght to be. T should like to hear from:
the Honorary Minister what standavd he
proposes to fix sinee he has fhe reports
of the inspectors.
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Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
fer): 1t will be fixed by the advisory
hoard.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Has the standard
heen fixed?

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Not yet.

Hon. J. MITCHETLL: If it is fixed on
some samples that were taken, it will be 2
very high standard indeed. T heard that in
one district this inspector had got over
five per cent, of butter fat in some milk
he had tested.

Mr. Lander; That is possible.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But not probable.
If we fixed the standard at four per cent.
we will not have much milk supplied in
the melropolitan area. The standard musl
he reasonable and it is futile to fix a stan-
dard above the possibility of the average
dadry herd. T intend to move an amend-
ment.  We should have the report, not
only of this inspector, but of all the in-
sj-eetors who have visited our dairies dur-
ing the past twelve moonths. I move an
amendment—

That after “Brunt” the words, “and
all other departmental inspectors,” be
inserted,

Mr. Lander: Make it four years, and
vou will gel some information.

Hen. J. MITCHELL: The hon. member
can make it twenty-four if he likes. Two
other words will have to be altered if the
amendment is carried, but I take it that
they will be eonsequential,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LANDER (in veply): When T
woved this molion I had no intention of
inferring that all the dairymen in West-
ern Australia were in the habit of keep-
ine their datries in an insanitary and un-
healthy eondition. T want te obtain this
report from TInspector Brunf. He is a
man T have never met, but I have heard
eood reports eoncerning him from differ-
ent dairymen in fravelling around West-
ern Anstraiia. Mr. Mitchell has referred
to milk being supplied in Melbourne at
6d, a gallon. T would remind him that
when he was Minister for Agrienlture his
department supplied the Bunbury butter
factory with milk at 6d. a gallon, possibly
to win the Banbury seat. or perhaps it
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might not have heen for that reason.
However, milk was supplied to that fae-
tory at 6d. a gallon instead of being sent
to the Children’s Hospital. The only dif-
ference between the member for Northam
and the present Minister is that the one
supplied the milk to the hospital and the
other to n boodler’s factory. Mr, Mit
chell’s statement that eows in milk will
not react to the tuberculin test is ridicu-
lous.

Hon. J. Mitcheil: T did not say cows in
milk; I said in a certain condition.

Mr. LANDER: That is a rotten con-
dition. 1t meavs that they have gone too
far or else that they have heen tested only
recently. If a eow is not too far gone
with tuberculosis she will react, so it is
simply nonsense for the lon. member to
endeavour to get us to helieve that a
cow will not react to the test. There are
only two eonditions under which a cow
will not reaet. One is when she is too
far =one wiith tuberenlosis, and the other
15 when the eow has been ingeulated so as
to deceive the inspectors. That is why
we want the reports of the inspectors, to
show the dishonesty which exists.

My, George: Ts there not a time when a
cow will not react?

Mr. LANDER: No.

Myr. George: The authorities are against
von there.

Mr. LANDER: There is no standard
authority in reference to the tubereulin
test who is against it,

Mr. George: There is a certaln time
when they will not react. and vou ought
to know it.

Mr. LANDER: I have told the hon.
member, and I challenge contradietion,
ihat there are only two conditions under
which a eow will not reaet, one is when
she is votten with tuberenlosis. as many
cows in Western Australia arve, and the
other is when she has been inocnlated with
the objeet of deceiving the inspector. If
a cow is inocnlated with tnberculosis and
tested on the following day, she will pot
react. That is why they have to place the
work of tubereulin testing under the Gov-

_ernwent supervision in different parts of

the world.
Mr. George: The anthorities are against
You.
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Mr. LANDER: When the member for
Northam was Minister for Launds and
Agriculture forty out of eighty cows
which were tested reacted to the tubereulin
test, and the Government of the day would
not look at them. YWhen we have cows
like that in dhe State, it is time to move
motions of ihis deseription so that mem-
bhors can be enlizhtened as to what is
going on.

Question as amended pnt and passed.

BIILIS (3) —RETURNED FROM
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

1, Exeess (1910-11) (without amend-
ment).

2, North Fremantle Municipal Tram-
ways Amendment {without amendment).

3, Nedlands Park Tramways Amend-
ment (without amendment}.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Election of Senators Amendment.
2, Inter-Staie Destitute Persons Relief.
Received from the Legislative Council.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Tramways Purchase.
2, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
3. Health Aet Amendment.
Transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

MOTION — RAILWAY CONSTRUC-
TION, CONTRACTS TO EXPEDITE.

Debate resumed from the 24th July
upon the following motion of the Hon.
Frank Wilson:—“That in order to ex-
pedite the granting of railway facilities to
settlers, and in order to increase the av-
ennes of employment for our people, it
is expedient that eontracis be called im-
mediately for all railways authorised by
Parliament.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I feel that I should ex-
press my thanks to the hon. gentleman for
introducing this motion as it gives me an
opportunity of placing before this House
and the country some of the faets in eon-
nection with railway eonstruction and in-
cidentally the Government’s public works
poliecy generally as compared with the
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condition of affairs that existed previons
to the Goverpment taking control. But
while T feel grateful on that score, I am
not prepared to agree with the hon. mem-
ber when he tried {o make the House and
country believe that he was influenced
with a desire of doing something to ex-
pedite public works generally, and that
he was not in any way influenced by a
desire to injure the Government on party
lines. The han. gentleman started off by
saying—

I have not tabled this motion with
the idea of showing up my political
opponents, either to prove that they .
are consistent or ineonsistent, or that
they are.departing from their platform
pledges in any way. '

Then he finished up his speech by stat-
ing—

I hope he (the Minister) will care-
fully consider the matter and not think
that T am trying to make a point
againgt him or that this is a party
move,

It is all very nice to start a motion with
sentiments of that deseription, and then
say a lot of bitter things during the cur-
rency of the speech and finish up with
the same sentiment and expect people to
take it on that face value. In order to
arrive at an idea of the inflnence behind
the hon. gentleman, we have to take his
speech as a whole, and after all, his
speech was a party one from start to
finish. Let us jusi take some of the ex-
pressions he used during his speech. He
started off by saying—

We cannot afford te let our country
stand still.

Not party!
Hon. Frank Wilson: Do you eall that
party; T do not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He

also said—

The eountry will be hrought almost
to a standstill and not progress as it
ought,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Exactly.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
again—

The Public Works Department has
done practically nothing in the last
twelve months.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: Exaectly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Fur-
ther—

We have a great unemployed diffi-

culty in this State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have not we?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
he stated —

We have only to look at the labour
bureaus each morning to find hundreds
of men waiting to find if they can get
a chance to work.

Not party!
Hon. Frank Wilson:
. not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
also said— .

I venture to say be will never construet

two hundred miles of railway during

the first twelve months of his occupaney
of his office departmentally.
Not party!

Are we to keep the country back and

allow ihe settlers to wear out their

hearts in hoping and waiting for tran-
sit faeilities?
Not party!

Because the cauens platform lays it

down that they shall follow the system

of departmental construetion.
Not party!

They have hardly commenced to con-

struet railways yet.
Not party!

Hon, Frank Wilson: You had better
read my speech. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
veading it just to show what little notice
one can take of the sentiments expressed
at the outset by the hon. member. He
forther said—

A fair start was made at the Mullewa

end in view of the Legislative Council

elections a short time sinee. Nine
months in office and not a thing done
nntil a Tegislative Couneil election
comes round and a Minister has to be
returned.

Not party!

Hon. Trank Wilson: That is party 1
admit; that is your party.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
motion was brought forward for two rea-
sons, to (ry to discredit the Government’s

Of course it is
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railway construetion work generally, and
to try in an indiveet mauner to involve the
member for Narvogin-Williams in some
remarks he had made. That was the
influence behind the hon. member when
he tabled his motion; but, as usual, he
could not proeeed with his motion, and
could not get material to justify the mov-
ing of the motion withont misstating
facts. He evidently had a poor ease from
the outset and realised it; Laving Lo
justify the tabling of the motion he
recognised he had to make n speech, and
in order to bunild up a speech he quoted
very extensively from some utterances
made by some politiecian in Canada.

Hon. Frank Wilson: “Some” poli-
tiecian? A responsible Minister of the
Cl'ﬂ“'l'].

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Heis

- a politician nevertheless.

Hon. Frauk Wilson: Not “some” poli-
tician: a “very high” politician.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: Well,
we will say a very high politician from
Canada. But I could not see what bear-
ing this speech had upon the motion be-
fore the Chamber. [ am quite prepared
to admit that the sentiments expressed by
the Canadian Minister appealed to fhe
hon. member. heeause it is one of those
speeches the leader of the Opposition
glories in, one of those speeches of a
“boom and burst” policy he always glories
in; consequently tt naturally appealed to
him. The speech made bx the Canadian
Minister was evidently made with the
desire and intention of attraeting immi-
grants to Canada, and it is that sort of
speech that ultimately does more harm to
a country than good, beeause these “boom
and burst” speeches paint pietures that
are never realised, and, in consequence,
when the immigrant gets to the country
and finds that the statements made are
nol borne out hy actual facts, he becomes
dissatisfied, and nol only does he leave
the country but he influenees others that
would emigrate to the country not to go
there. 1t is speeches of that description
that cause unemployed diffieulties in vari.
ous parts of the world. Ministers go and
make these extravagant utterances and
people are attracted in great numbers
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antieipating great public works and great
prosperity, but their anticipations are not
reealised, with the result that work is not
fortheoming, and the country is faced
with the difficulty of finding employment
for the number of people so attracted.
I want to show that the utterances of this
Canadian Minister of the Crown, so ex-
" tensively quoted, were absolutely extrava-
gant, and I also want te take this oppor-
tunity of resenting this perpetual refer-
ence to Canada as being a standard to
which we ought to aspire. I am getting
tired of this perpetual ery that Canada is
the country that is doing big things, that
‘Canada as a country is progressing and
Australia is doing nothing in comparison.

Mr, George: Oh, no.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: “Ob,
no,” the hon. member says; nevertheless
when the leader of the Opposition was
gquoting Canada so extensively, he was
applauded; it was the one country where
there was a progressive policy, the only
country doing great things. T am pre-
pared to rejoice with any hon. member
at progress in any part of the British
Dominions; I am essentially a Britisher,
and any part of the Brifish Dominions
that progresses has my hest wishes; but
one becomes tired@ when one’s own eountry
is held up in comparison with a country
which, after all, is not up to the standard
of Australia. In order to prove this 1
propose to give a few figures by way of
reply to the arguments advanced by the
leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
any comparison.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
knew perfectly well vou could not make
a eomparison, but you undoubtedly held
Canada np as evidence.

I did not make

Hon. Frank Wilson: As an example.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well.
as an example to be followed by
Australia. T want to prove it is the
reverse. and that instead of Australia
following Cinada, Canada follows Aus-
tralia. For instance, a lot was made
about Canada’s immigration policy, but
as a matter of faet the population of
Canada is deereasing. Tt may he news
to the hon. member.
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The Minister for Lands :
creasing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
any rate it is not inereasing. The posi-
tion is this : the population of Canada
is not increasing at the same ratio as im-
migrunts are going into Canada. The
argument advanced by the leader of the
Opposition was that Canada was progress-
ing in every way owing to ifs immigration
policy, bui what T want to draw the at-
tention of houn. members to is the faet
that the population is net increasing in
proportion to the immigrants aitracted
to Canada. For instanee, taking the five
vears from 1907 to 1911, Canada attrac-
ted tmmigration to the extent of 929,255,
The leader of the Opposition said that in
1910-11, quoting from Mr. Foster, the
Minister referred to, the immigration to
Canada was 334,000, but the official re-
turns give it as 311,08¢. There is an
illustration of over-quoting the actual
faets in rvegard to immigration.

IToun., Frank Wilson : T only quoted
the Minister’s statement.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : That
is 80, bui the hon. member used the argn-
ment to show that Canada was going
alead whereas Australia was not pro-
gressing in like proportion.

Hon. Frank Wilson : No: T did not.
T am not prepared to take vour figures
as against his.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Why
did you use this speeeh at all?

Hon. Frank Wilson : As an example
to you fo get to work with vour railway
coustruection. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
is no mistake: (he «quotation was made to
disparage Western Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson : No, only tno dis-
parage you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
kou, member says he wanis Canada to be
taken as an example. TLet us see how
Canada has heen getting on under the
elass of politician the hon. member quotes
Let us see the example he asks us fo
follow. Tn Canada the popuiation in 1919
was 7,185,000 in 1911 the population, un-
less my fizures are wrong, was 7.081,869.
so in actual fact

1t i3 not de-
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Hon. Frank Wilson : You are absolu-
tely wrong.

The Minister for Lands : Those figures
show rectification by the census.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Pro-
bably T did not read too closely, and
probably the poputation previously was
over-esiimated, and this was a rectifica-
tion of the figures. Nevertheless, we ean
leave these figures alone, and I will say
this, and T am absolutely sound in it,
that the population of Canada has not
inereased in proportion to its immigra-
tion. Wiien the hon. member was speak-
ing I pointed out by wayv of interjection
‘that it was no use quoting the number
of immigrants that go into a country un-
less we take on the other side the numbey
of emigrants that leave it. We find, as
a matter of fact, so far as Canada is con-
cerned, that T was absolutely on sound
grounds, inasmuch as the population of
Canada has not increased in proportion
to its immigration. Let us take another
example from the country we are sup-
posed to follow, Canada is held up as an
example. TLet us take Canada in com-
parison with Australia in general pro-
duetion, and in general wealth. Take the
export of wheat. T have seen Canada ve-
ferred to as the Empire’s granary. The
export of wheat from Canada in 1909
was 49,137.449 hushels. whereas from Aus-
tralia in the same wvear the export was
31,549,493 hushels. In 1910 the export
of wheat from Canada was 40,741,350
bnshels odd. whereas from Australia in
the same vear it was 47,761,800 hushels,
So we see that we increased in Australia
in one year from 31,000,000 bushels to
47,000,000 bushels, whereas in Canada
the export was almost stationary.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You have to take
the flour they export as well,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Can-
ada is referred to as the Empire’s granary
and it is referred to as a great wheat
_producer, and the hon. member has led
this eountry to believe that Canada is
progressing in greater proportion than
Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson : 8o it is: the
production was 118,000.000 bushels last
Yyear.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If
the hon. member will have his flour, let
us take the exports of Canada for 1909.
They amounted to £52,755,000. The Aus-
tralian export in the sawme year was
worth £65,338,000. In 1910 Canada’s ex-
port was £61,945,000 worth, and Aus-
tralia’s £74,500,000 worth. So, taking
in the wheat and the flour referred to by
the hon. member, the export trade of
Australia is greater than that of Canada,
the example we are supposed to follow.

Mr, Moore : What about the wool?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Let
ns wive the gold. T think T have the wool
also. The value of the gold produced
in Canada in 1909 was £1,929,645. The
2old produced in Australia in thab year
was £11,600,000. The wool exported
from Canada in 1910 was 2,320,746 lbs.
and Australia in 1910 exported 665,761,
887 lbs. There s no comparison whatever
between the exports of the two countries.
And so one could go on. T do not propose
to weary the House with a lot of figures
on the question. The facts are we do not
want to -follow the example of Canada.
We want to confinue what we have been
doing for years past, and T will be dis-
tinetly disappointed unless Australia goes
on leading the way and showing Canada
what to do instead of trying te follow
the Canadian example. The leader of the
Oppesition after dealing with Canada,
referred to the Eastern Siates and tried
to make out that the attitude of the Labor
Governmenls in New South Wales and
South Australin was out of sympathy
with the avowed poliey of ilie present
Government in veference to the depart-
mental construetion of public works. And
he went on to say that the Government of
New South Wales let a contract to Smiih
& Timms and afterwards took it from
them and did the werk departmentally, I
do not know exactly the point the haon,
memberwanted to make. but it is as well
to clear up the facts which are these. It
is true that Smith & Timms took a con-
tracl for a railway in New South Wales
exactly as they did recently in Western
Australia; and they were unable to fulfil
it owing to diffienlties whieh they met.
Tmmediately they were faced with these
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troubles they appealed to the Government
of the day to relieve them of the con-
tract. and in New South Wales satisfac-
tory arrangements were made, just as
satisfactory arrangements were made in
Western Australia in regard to the Port
Hedland-Marble Bar railway, with the re-
sult that they were relieved of the work,
and in Western Australia to-day the Port
Hedland-Marble Bar line is being earried
out departmentally and satisfactorily.

My, George: 1 will bet they got the
best of the deal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
question whether they did, because they
were met with difficulties they could not
overconme, and they appealed to the Gov-
ernment to relieve them of the contract.
As long as everything is plain sailing, the
contractor will de the work, but immedi-
ately he is faced with difficulties and com-
plications, and when ability is required,
then the State is called upon to take the
burden. The leader of the Opposition
also quoted South Australia and stated
that for a certain railway or railways
whieh the Government proposed to con-
struet, tenders were called, and after that
it was decided to do the work depart-
mentally, The Government started the
work. and later on ealled upon contrac-
tors who happend to be Smith and Timms
te carry out the work, and the leader of
the Opposition osed this as an illnstra-
tien that departmental work, so far as
that particular railway was concerned,
was a failare. T am prepared to admit
that the hon. member was correct in stat-
ing that the work was finished by a con-
tractor after it had been started depart-
mentally, but the facts arve that the Gov-
ernment started the work on the under-
standing that certain rates of pay would
be given to the workmen and that certain
conditions were to be granted. Hardly
had the work started, however. before the
men approached the Government with
what the Government eonsidered to be
exorbitant demands. The Government
claimed that the men’s demands were un-
reasonable and endeavoured to bring
about an understanding but failed, and
vather than be harrassed by the men who
were taking an unfair advantage, the Gov-
ernment decided to complete the work by
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contract. That is not evidence that the
work could not be done suceessfully de-
partmentally, but it is evidence that a
body of men tried to take advantage of
the Government and the Government,
rather than give way to exorbitant de-
mands, called apon contractors to com-
plete the work. So far as Wesfern Aus-
tralia is concerned, I am happy to say we
have never met with difficulties of that
deseription. It is true that we have had
demands from men employed by ihe Pub-
lic Works Department, but T am glad to
say that we employ men who take a rea-
sonable view of things and, as far as T
have gone, up to date, I have had no ser-
ious difficulty in arriving at.a fair and
amicable understanding with those whem
we employ. We go aleng smoothly be-
cause wise counsels prevail and beecanse
the men are loyal to the undertakings they
enter into. Let us take another Sonth
Anustralian illustration made by the leader
of the Opposition. The hon. member
said that certain work was wanted ex-
peditiously and the Government, feeling
that it was urgent, let it to a contractor,
While that might have heen so, and I be-
lieve it was so. let us take the conditions
as they exist in Western Australia. When
the leader of the Opposition was in power
he wanted to build the Bullfinch vailway
expeditiously, and @id net invite contrae-
tors te earry out the work. He knew full
well that the departmental econstruetion
had proved so satisfactory in Western
Australia that he determined to do it de-
partmentaily, and it was done very ex-
peditionsly indeed. To get away from
Canada and the Eastern States, and to
come right howe. the leader of the Op-
position stated that the people were han-
dicapped owing to want of railway faci-
lities, I admit that there ave people who
have been suffering for some time from
the want of railway facilities, but 1 place
the fnll responsibility for that unsatis-
factory state of affairs upon the shounlders
of the present leader of the Qpposition.
Tt iz he who is responsible. He has caused
all this discontenf amongst a number of
people in various parts of our great agri-
cultural areas. T want to ask the leader
of the Opposition who placed the settlors
out in the Coweowing and Mount Mar-
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-shall areas, and who promised them rail-
way facilities within a reasonable time?
Who was it showed them on maps, rail-
ways construeted? Who told the peoaple
of Lake Brown that if they went out a
railway would be granted o them? Who
told the people out beyond Bolgart that
the line would he extended within a rea-
sonable time? The honourable gentleman
and his Government promised railway
faeilities to all these people. and for
years past the people have been suffering
because those promises have never heen
fulfilled. It has remained wiih the pre-
sent Government to carry out the pro-
mises made to these settlers, and the lea-
der of the Opposition has now the au-
«dacity to vefer to the faect that the people
are handicapped for the want of railway
facilities, when he is the person respon-
gible for the unsatisfaetory state of af-
fairs,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Have you given
‘them the Bolgart extension yet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
line is under survey to-day, and the Bill
will be introduced this session, and we
will within a reasonable time earry out
the promise which the hon. member fail-
ed to fulfil during the vears e was in
office, Lef me vefer to some more people
who have been promised railway com-
munication. There are the farmers at
Wadderin and those at Emn Hill and
Kirkenin. To these people the hon. mem-
ber promised the same railway, although
they are 25 miles apait, and the people of
Fmoun Hill were to he served by the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line, and those at Kirkenin,
almost 20 miles away, were to be served
by the same raillway. These are people
who are dissatisfied to-day becaunse the
promises made by the leader of the Op-
position and his friends have not been
fnlfilled.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
up the railway,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Who
was it built the Dowerin-Merredin line
and permanently isolated for all time the
unfortunate settlers in the Yorkrakine
area? Who was responsible for that, and
who is crying ont more to-day because of
the want of railway facilities than those

You have hung
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unfortunate settlers in the Yorkrakine
area?

The Minister for Lands:
Baandee.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
that is another area, The blunder maile
in connection with the Dowerin-Merredin
line, and which isolated the Yorkrakine
people, also isolated the North Baaudee
people.  All these are people who are
ealling ont for railway faecilities, and they
were promised them by the hon. member
who brings forward this motion. The
leader of the Opposition proceeded to
quote certain experiments that had been
made in the different States in regard to
public works, 1 am not prepared fo ad-
mit that we want to go to Eastern Aus-
tralia to learn anything in regard to ex-
periments. It appears to me that they
are starting experiments to find out how
they ean obtain hetter results than they
have obtained under the contract system.
We, however, have gone through all these
experiments, What they are doing to-day
we in Western Ausiralia have already
done, and I venture to assert that after
they have done experimenting in Eastern
Australia they will come to the same con-
clusion as we have arrived at: that if we
want good results and the work done well,
we must do it ourselves and not trust to
contractors. Let us take our resnlts, We
started experimenting in railway eon-
struction. We tried contract and depart-
mental work, and the result of the ex-
periment has proved eonclusively that the
best system for the State is undoubtedly
departmental construction. Tet us take
some illustrations. The tender for the
Goomalling-Dowerin line was £7,173, and
the work was done departmentally at an
actual cost of £6,162. On that line o sav-
ing was effected of £1,011. The tender
for the Wagin-Dumbleyung railway was
£13,887, and it was built departmentally
for £11,053, the saving to the State in that
case being £2,834.

My, MeDowall:
tras?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
tender wonld not include extras.

Mr. Dooley : . Does that include all
exiras?

And North

Does that include ex-
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'The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Well,
of course, the extras are not shown in the
tenders, although, naturally, they are in-
cluded in the actnal cost. Let us take the
Katanning-Kojonup line.  The tender
for that was £21,089 and it cost depart-
mentally £17,334, or a saving to the State
of £3,753. Let us eome to another line,
the Mount Magnet-Black Range. The ten-
der for that was £86,979, while the cost
departmentally was £71,460, or a saving
to the State of £15,519.

Mr. George : Were the specifications
the same all throngh?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Tam
not prepared to say that it was on exactly
the same speecifieation, hecause on many
oceasions we have improved on the speei-
fications. The alterations when made
were alterations made with a view of
wetting better results, and better work,
and were not made with the object of
zeiting inferior work. One can safely
say that, speaking generally, the speei-
fications were the same, and that on prae-
tically every neeasion when an alteration
has been made it was to the improvement
of the line. In addition to saving £15,000
on the job in respeet to this Mount Mag-
net-Black Range railway, the net profits
of operating the line during the period
of eonstrauction amounted to £6,500, That
is on one proposition alone. Then take
the Bridgetown-Wilgarrup line.. The
tender for that line was £51,763, while the
departmental cost was £31,734, or a sav-
ing to the State of £20,031. So we have
cone through these experiments, tried the
two systems, and found the one so satis-
factory that the Ministry would have
heen absolutely disloyal had they not
profited by the example, by the work done
under both systems, and carried out the
work departmentally. Let us take an-
other illustration, namely, the Port Hed-
land-Marble Bar railway. The estimate
for the consiruetion of that line was
£124,000 in roungh figures, while the ten-
der was one hundred and nineteen thous-
and odd pounds. This railway was let to
a contractor, but unquestionably that
eontractor, by the evidemee sinee forth-
coming, never intended to finish the line.
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The line should never have been under-
taken by contract.

Hon. J. Mitehell : You settled up with
him.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Yes,
I will deal with that direetly. No doubt
this is the one libe above all other lines
whieh should have been done department-
ally. It represented a new method of
construetion; it was in a country not
generally known and one beset with diffi-
cunlties, and if must have been patent
to the Minister, if he had taken the
shightest interest in his department, that
all sorts of difficulties would arise; and
immediately diffieunlties arise the con-
tractor starts to build up his elaim for
extras and delays. IManey letting a rail-
way from Port Hedland to Marble Bar
and underiaking fo supply all sleepers!
We know the diflicullies of transit which
existed then. Since that time, of course,
the Government have begun fo remove
those difficulties; but there were no State
steamers in those days, and we had to
trust to private enterprise, with the re-
sult that all sorts of difficulties cropped
up. It must have been clear to anyone
taking an interest in the question that
great diffienlties would have to be en-
countered in regard fo the delivery of
those sleepers. It was only the first lot
that were got away to time, and im-
mediately afterwards delays oecurred,
with the result that all sorts of claims
were put in for those delays, and the
contractor had to admit that he could nol
finish the line. Subsequently a claim of
something like £70,000 was put in by
the contractor for extras in respeet to
that line. He had appealed to the Gov-
ernment to take over the constroetion and
finish the line. In the interests of the
State I agreed, becanse I conld see that
we eonld obtain no idea as to when the
line would otherwise he finished, The
country was waiting for the line, and I
thought it was my duty to overeome the
diffienlties, if it was at all possible; and
consequently T said that if T could come
fo an undersianding with the contractor
and zet him clean out of i, I would take
the job over, but not without a eclear
understanding. The contractor started
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off with a claim for £70,000. The depart-
mental engineers entered into nego-
tiations, and after some trouble they
brought him down to £36,000. The nego-
tiations were conducted for some time and
nltimately [ was appealed to, and, sitting
in the manner of an arbitrater, { agreed
that the contractor should get £28,000 in
full payment of his £70,000 elaim, that
is to say, if he agreed to walk right out.
That was agreed to, and we took the line
over and finished it.

Mr. George: What did vou get for the
£28,0002

The MINISTER I"OR WORKS: Cer-
tain extras were adwmitled by the depart-
ment. So far as my memory serves, the
depatrtment admitted Lo £21,000, and we
finally settled at £28,000, Mr. Teesdale
Smith on his part, of course, claiming
£70,000.

Mr. George: Then there was £21,000
for engineers’ mistakes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, it
is not Fair to put it that way. The line
was construected on a new method, and
certain difficulties were encountered in
the construction, while alterations had fo
be made. It was beeause of those altera-
tions that the departmental engineers ad-
mitted certain extras. The fact remains
that the econtractor admitted his inability
to finish the ilne. He was encouniering
all sorts of dilliculties, and immediately a
contractor meets with difficulties he comes
to the Government to overcome them. In
this instance he got us into a corner and
there was only one way to overcome it,
namely, by.getting rid of him. Within a
month or two afterwards the line was
finished, and it is being suceessfully oper-
ated to-day.

Mr. George: He canght you on the hop.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
canght this Government on the hop owing
1o the want of attention to this matter on
the part of the previons Administration,
The member for Murray-Wellington
would be the last man in the world to let
a work of that deseription to a eontractor.
Tt is a country beset with difficulties, and
when you have difficulties to face you
must keep away from the contractor,
atherwise he will get the best of the deal.

conrse, ['am always correct.
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Now, not only have we had these experi-
ments in regard to the departmental cost
of railway construction as compared with
the lenders submitted by contractors, but
we have also conducted other experi-
ments in respect to departmental work.
For instance, the member for Murray-
Wellington decided, when Commissioner
of Railways, to have u very exaeling ex-
periment made in regard to the construe-
tion of rolling stock in the Government
workshops. He hLad brake vans, ecar-
riages and trucks constructed and sub-
mitted to the most searching tests. The
aetual costs of the departmental werk
were compared with what ecould have been
done by contract, and the hon. gentleman
admitted that the quality of the work
done by the department was equal to, if
not betfer thary, that done by contractors,
while the cost was eonsiderably less.
Mr. Georye: That is eorrect.

'The MINISTER 1POR WORKS: Of
Not only
have we proved that we can do railway
construction more cheaply and better
than it can he done by contraet,
but we have proved also fhal we
ean construct rolling stock with simi-
lar  results. Nor have we limited
onr experiments: to rolling stock, for we
have tried the construetion of buildings
departmentally. We had a fairly large
job at the Claremont asylum. Time after
time in this Chamber have I challenged
the hou. gentleman to have an inquiry
nuade as to the result of the work done
departmentally at the Claremont asylum,
but of coutse he was not prepared to
order any sueh investigation, becauie he
knew that the experiment had been highly
successful. But after having that experi-
ence he let further additions to the build-
tng by contraet. T would like anyone
wilh a praetical kuowledge of work to go
to that institution to-day and compare the
work done departmentally with the work
sinee done by contraet. I can assure
hon, members there is no comparison be-
tween the two, The deparimental work is
hetter and cheaper. There is no question
about it; that particular work is an evi-
dence of the snceess of departmental eon-
struetion as far as buildings are con-
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cerned. We had a test made also with
the construction, departmentally, of por-
tions of the Fremantle jetty, as compared
with the contractor’s prices, and, if mem-
ory serves e aright in regad to that ex-
periment, £10,000 was saved to the State,
while the work done was altogether
superior to the work we would have got
done by contraet. So, going right through
the experiments made in the State, if
will be seen that we have gof beyond the
experimental stage; that our experimenfs
have proved that the system of depart-
mental constrnetion is soundest and best.
We now come to the guesiion of want of
expedition. We are supposed to be
slow——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Slow as a funeral.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentleman, with his extravagant, ir-
responsible misstatements went so far as
to say that we have done nothing during
10 months.

Hon, Franlk Wilson: Nothing at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentleman said he would venture to
prophesy that 200 miles of railway would
not he constructed during this Govern-
ment’s first 12 months’ tenure of office. T
will take up that challenge and undertake
to do more than 200 miles of railway
within that peried. Time will show as to
what we will do in the first 12 months.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Yon have only two
months left.

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
T know. The hon. gentleman stated that
he had never adopted the poliey, if poliey
it can be ealled, of accepting 200 miles
per annnm as the maximum of which the
department was capable. Yet it seems
that that proportion was generally recog-
nised as the maximum, and that the hon.
gentleman could not rise to the oceasion
to the extent of doing even the gqnantity
of work he admitted the department was
capable of turning out; because jn 1905-9
he handed over to the Working Railways
only 102 miles of railway. Tn 190910 he
again handed over 102 miles of railway.
So there werve two suceessive years in
which he could not get even as high as
the 200 miles, but only a little over 100
miles. In 1910-11, with the elections com-
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ing along, he managed to get as much as
232 miles eonstructed. Even in that year
he did not make up for the leeway of the
two previous years. But let us come to
the year when nothing has heen done.
Take the 1111-12 year. We have ecom-
pleted 235V5 miles of railway,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have handed over 285% miles to the
‘Working Railways, as eompared with the
hon. gentleman’s record of 232 miles. Of
course the hon, gentleman will say that
we have reaped the advantage of his ad-
roinistration.

Hon, ¥Frank Wilson: Stick to faets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member had stuck to faets, lLe
wounld not squirm so much te-night, but
because he made misstatements and I amr
giving figures to disprove them, he does
not like it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: When did the
Premier go down and open the railways
and when were the contracts let?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have been in office for the greater portion
of 1911-12 and we have done 285 miles
of railway as compared with ihe hon.
gentleman’s hest, 232 wmiles. But I do
ol want that to be taken as onr best; I
venture to say that we will do better and
we will do it when it cannot be said that
the late Crovernment contributed to our
work in any shape or form. In October,
1911, there were 375 miles of railway
under construetion ; of this tatal there has
been compleled and handed over to the
working railways 28514 miles. In eom-
parison with that total of 378 miles, we
have in progress to-day 451 miles of
railway, The present Government wlho
are allowing the eounlry to stand still and
who are doing nothing in railway con-
struetion are building to-day 450 miles of
railway when the hon. gentleman did a
little over 200 miles, and yet the hon. mem-
ber had the audacity to boast of his rail-
way econstruction as compared with that
of the present Government. The hon.
gentleman said exaeily what I expected
him to say-~that we could not elaim to
have landed over 238 miles of railway
because his Government had contributed
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to the total and that they had done a lot
before leaving office, of which we are
reaping {he benefit. In order to meet that
-statement, I insiructed the Engineer-in-
Chief to prepare for me a return giving
the amount of expenditure in each of the
lagt nine months of the last financial
year as compared with the expenditure in
the corresponding monihs of the pre-
«ceding year, and the return pans out as
follows:—In October, 1910, the late Gov-

wernment spent £22,101 on railway econ-.

siruetion; rails and fastenings ran into
£6,877, making a total of £28979; in
Qectober, 1911, the railway econstruction
of the present Government ran into
£35,339 as against the preceding Govern-
ment’s £22,000 odd.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
or contract?

Is that day labour

The MINISTER TFQOR WORKS :-

Mostly day labour. Rails and fasten-
ings for OQctober, 1911, amounted to
£2,564, making a total expenditure by
the present Government in that month
of £38,403 as against £28,979 expended
by the previous Government in the cor-
respouding month of the preceding year.
The respective amounts expended by the
preceding Government and the present
Government in the other months were—
November, 1910—econstruction £23,219,
rails and fastenings £3,548, total £26,767;
November, 1911—construction £47,335,
rails and fastenings £27,758, total £75,094,
December, 1910—construction £24,135,
rails and fastenings £1,087, total £25,223;
December, 1911—construetion  £38,219,
rails and fastenings £332, total £38,551.
January, 1911—construction £11,938, rails
and fastenings £2,354, toial £14,292; Jan-
uary, 1912—-construction £27,943, rails
and fastenings £85, total £28,028. Feb-
roary, 1911—construction 21,752, rails
and fastenings £16,636, total £38,289;
February, 1912—construction £30,521,
rails and fastenings £26,549, total 57,370.
Mareh, 1911—econstruction £25,351, rails
and fastenings £16,618, total £41,969;
March, 1912—construction £61,866, rails
and fastenings £33,088, total £94,934.
April, 1911—construetion £31,042, rails
and fastenings £11,143, total £42,185;
April, 1912—construction £36,209, rails

i
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and fastenings £7,070, total £43,279, May,
191 —econstruction  £17,804, »rails and
fastenings £13,361, total £31,166; May,
1912—construetion £33,114, rails and fas-
terings £8,422, total £41,536. June, 1911
—construction £84,335, rails and fasten-
ings £8,037, total £92,373; June, 1912—
constrnetion £80,152, rails and fastenings
£45,677, total £125829. In that month
the Government were using more sleepers
or more rails and fastenings; in other
words, we were doing more completion
of railways and less of mere earthworks,
Let us now look at the totals: For the
nine months, from October 1910 to June
1911, the total expenditure was £341,347,
and for the nine months from October
1911 to June 1912 ithe expenditure
was £543,020 ; in other words, the
present Government spent on railway con-
struetion over £200,000 more than the late
Government spent for the nine meonths
preceding, and yet the leader of the Op-
position rises in this Chamber and states
that we have done nothing in regard to
railway construction and that the country
15 standing still. If the country is stand-
ing still ander the present Administration
what was the staie of the country under
the Administration of the hon. gentle-
man? Rails and fastenings fluctuate, and
possibly it may be said that we paid more -
for rails and fastenings, which absorbed
so much of the difference that the actual
constiuetion was not done and the whole
of the increase in expenditure was due to
material ; but in order that there might be
no misunderstanding on this point I asked
the Engineer-in-Chief to run out the cost
of rails and fastenings and the cost of
constrnetion, and we find that in actual
construction the present Government
spent over £129,000 more than was spent
by the late Government. I quite antici-
pate that the hon. gentleman will rise and
state that we expended more money but
have not got any result. That return, T
may admit, somewhat startled me after
hearing the hon, gentleman’s speech. T
recognise thal he is prone to extravarance
and prone to make misstatements, but T
never dreamed that he would have the
andacity to make the statement that we

were doing nothing and had not con-
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strneted any railways. When T received
that veturn 1 immediately thought that
some explanation was necessary, but I
Tound that the figures were correct, and
in order thal there might be no mis-
understanding T wrote lo the Engineer-
in-Chief as follows:—

With reference to the discussion in
Parliament concerning day labour, a
return has been prepared showing the
amount of money expended from Octo-

ber, 1910, to June, 1911, and from |

October, 1911, to June, 1912, and |

find that the Government have ex-

pended considerably more money dur-
ing the latter period. Tn view of this

[ should like to know whether this has

heen due to any extent to inerease

of wages and if so, to what extent, and
also 4f yon are satisfied that the ex-
penditure of this money is an ahsolute
indieation of an inereased quantity ot
work done.  Yan will understand that
it will be arged thai the mere spending
of money ecannot be taken as an indiea-

tion of the work performed, and I

would like to have vour opinion.

That wasa perfectly honest representation
to make, becanse I thonght that the money
expended by thiz Government was so
sreal in eomparisen with the expenditure
of the late Government that it would be
urged that the mere expenditure of money
was not any indication of work done.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What reply did
vou expect (o a minute like that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
expected from the Engineer-in-Chief a
more honest veply than T would expeet
from the hon. gentleman. The Engin-
eer-in-Chief, in reply, pointed out what
was an aetual fact—that allowing for the
settlement in reference to the Port Hed-
land-Marble Bar railway, and allowing
tor the number of sleepers that we had
hewn deparimentally, the railway con-
sirnetion of the present Government aver-
aged 16 miles per month more than that
of the late Government: and yet the hon.
member whe asks what sort of reply I
wonld expect to get from the Engineer-in-
Chief in reply to a minnte such as
T sent to him., is the one who rises
in his place to say that nothing has
been done by the present Government in
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regard to railway construction, that the
country is stagnant, and that nothing has
heen done in reference to public works.
That return speaks volumes and shows
that we are going ahead more than the
hon. gentleman did, and that our ex-
penditure is considerably in exeess of
what the late Government speunt. The
posifion is that we are doing at present
16 miles per month more than the Gov-
ernment of the bon, gentleman were
doing. T am not prepared lo say that
that increase will be maintained; I do
nol think it is possible to maintain it,
beeause, after all, that would be an
enormous inerease in the 12 months, but
it. does show that instead of there being
any want of expedition inh regard to
railway construction, we are going ahead
under great pressure and aecomplishing

. a very great deal more than one wonld

anticipate, realising the condition of
affairts in the State.

Mr. (Greorge: How many miles do you
expeet to do per year?

The MTNISTER FOR WORES: I do
net know, but this I am going to say,
the hon. gentleman says he does not
think I will do 200. I will take that
np and guarantee I will do more. As
lo how mach more, I will let the futnre
speak.

Mr. George:
idea,

The MINISTER FORWORKS: I
am not going to anticipate any more
than to say T am perfectly satisfiod
with the pace we are making. We are
doing more than T expected, and I am
more than pleased with the work which
is being done by our railway construe-
tion engineers. I am proud of the work

You shonld have some

they are doing.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The eountry is
not satisfied.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
will come to that before I have finished,
[t is not the country which is dissatisfied.
The hen, member knows the country is
more than satised, and because of that
he tries to diseredit the work which is
being done,

Mr. Heitmann: My,
speak for the country.

Wilson ecannot



[7 Aveust, 1912.]

Hon., Frank Wilson:
about the deputations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS Of
course there are political deputations
too, and we will come to the Yillimin-
ning-Kondinin line before 1 have fin-
ished. TLet us take the position of
affairs in June, 1911, as compared with
the position of affaire in June, 1912.
The hon. gentleman had more incen-
tive to do more than I have. He
had in 1911 the Brookton-Kunjin line
authorised by Parliament; he had the
Quairading-Nunajin line authorised by
Parliament; he had the Merredin-Wicke-

Oh, yes, what

pin  line authorised by TParliament;
and he had the Woangan Hills-Mul-
lewa line authorised hy Parliament.
In  June. 1911, not the slightest

thing had been done in regard to them.
He had four lines unstarted and now he
comes along and says we should be doing
more. Yet he had four lines which he
had never touched. We have to-day the
Brookton-Kunjin line, and the Yillimin-
ning-Kondinin line not actually under con-
struetion, so we have two lines, one of
which is held in abeyance pending a de-
eision in connection with the Trans-
Australian railway. The only line not
started is  the Yilliminning-Kondinin
line. I have one line unstarted and the
hon. member had four. He was not
doing nearly as much as T am doing; yet
he had four lines promised to the
people, lines for which the people, as he
rightly said, were erying out. Then the
hon. gentleman insinuated, or rather
stated definitely, that the work done de-
partmentally was not up to the standard,
and that the work done by contractors was
superior, I do not say those were the
words he actnally used, but that is what
he conveyed. becanse he made an alleged
quotation from remarks made by the
Premier. As a matter of faet, all lines
are passed by the Working Railways. If
they are really not up to standard—I do
not say up to the standard line because
an agrienltural line is not a standard
line—but unless thev are up to the true
standard of agrienltural construction,
the Working Railways will not take them
over. The member for Murray-Welling-
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ton knows that we are more exact with
departmental work becanse we can get
more from departmental work than we
can get from a contractor. When they
exainine the work done departmentally
they are very exacting indeed, and they
demand that ecertain things should be
done over and apove the specifications,
a demand which they evuld not maintain
in regard to a coniractor. As a matfer
of fael the standard of eonstruction de-
partmentally is superior to the standard
of construction under contract, and the
Working Railways see to it every time.

Mr. George : We are more conserned
as to whether we are going to get the
railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. gentleman stated that the Wickepin
railway is scarcely commenced. To prove
how inaccurate he is in several state-
ments, I will point out seriatim the exact
position with regard to the various state-
ments he made. The Wickepin-Merredin
line, he said, is searcely commenced. The
facts are that 17 miles of clearing are com-
plete, 15 miles of earthwork are complete,
and about 20 miles of sleepers are on the
ground. Yet the hon. member says it is
nothing, but that 24 miles of railway eon-
struction on the Dhumbleyung extension
took them eleven months. I have done 15
miles of earthwork and 17 miles of elear-
ing.

Mr. George : In nine months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. gentleman knows there was ne ma-
terial to start sooner because his party,
when in power, failed to order it. They
had the authority of Parliament long
enough, and the lune should have been
constructed years ago. It took five sur-
veys before they could start that line.
I want, however, to pin the statement
down to the leader of the Opposition,
who said the Jine was scarcely com-
menced.

Hon. Frapk Wilson : Did not you get
a wire from the unemployed ¢

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. member is side-tracking again. I
wish he would sit guietly and take his
gruel. The facts are that there are 17
miles of railway complete, 15 miles of
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earthwork complete and about 20 miles
of sleepers on the ground, and vet he says
the work is scarcely commenced. That is,
however, at one end. namely, on the Mer-
redin section, but we started this line at
hoth ends in order to make up for the
time lost by the hon. gentleman. Al the
Wickepin end 15 miles of elearing and
7 miles of earthwork are complete, and
there are about 9 miles of sleepers on the
eround.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
nine months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Itis
too much for the hon. member and his
party. Because they recognise fhat we
are doing considerably more than they
like and that the people are realising it,
they are beginning to squirm.

Hon. Frank Wilson : You have had ten
months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have done this in ten months, but the hon.
gentleman was four years, and did noth-
ing.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Nonsense.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Let
us take another railway. The leader of
the Opposition said the Quairading-Nun-
ajin line has scarcely been commenced,
and that they are just tinkering with it.
What are the facts ? The line was com-
meneed on the 7th May and at present
nearly the whole of the line is cleared
and grubbed. As a matter of fact, T was
at Nunajin on Saturday and Sunday last
and the actual earthworks are right into
Nunajin, a distance of 40 miles. This re-
turn was made up just after the hon.
member spoke, and states that 30 miles
of earthwork are complete, all the
sleepers within a few thousand are on
the ground, 20 miles of rails have been
delivered and platelaying will commence
immediately. Yet, according to the hon.
member, we are only tinkering with the
line. I want to say, as I told the hon.
gentleman and the eountry, that the Gov-
ernment are going to put up a record with
regard to railway construction. Why did
T say that? Because I recognised that the
previous Administration had not done
justice to-the people. They had placed
peaple on the land and promised them

That is a lot in
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railways and then had not fulfilled their
promises. The people were erving out for
railway facilifies and the Government de-
termined to give them these facilities.
T said we would put up a record in rail-
way eonstruetion and we are doing it. The
Quairading-Nunajin line would be a re-
cord outside of the Bullfinch line, and the
least said about the Bullfinch line the
soonest mended. Outside the Bullfineh
line the Quairading-Nunajin line will be
a reeord in railway construetion.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
months.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Aec-
cording to the hon. member the Marra-
dong-Hetham railway was started in Feb-
rnary last, and is not yet finished. What
are the facts? The Marradong-Hotham
railway, since authorised to Crossman,
making a length of 35 miles, is a heavy
line, as the hon. gentleman knows it was
slow progress under his control.

You have had ten

Mr. George: Tt is not heavy there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Itis
heavy where we are to-day, and particu-
larly heavy. Once we get beyond Cross-
man, then it becomes fairly light and less
expenditure and greater expedition will
be shown. It is heavy in clearing and
earthworks and has taken longer than
the majority of lines. The position in re-
gard to this line is that 33 miles of elear-
ing are complete, and 27 miles of earth-
works and bridges are complete; besides
platelaying has been carried out to 21
miles and 18 miles ballasted. That is the
railway in regard to which the hon. mem-
her led the country to believe nothing
is being done. Then we come to the most
oross mistake he made, and I might say
his speech was one continual mistatement
of fact. He said the little extension of
the Upper Darling Range railway, about
one and a half miles in length, was com-
menced in March last and is not yet fin-
ished. This is a line right at his very
door in a district which he ought to know
very well indeed, seeing he was working
in the locality for many years. He ought
to know all about this railway, and this
is the sort of information he gives the
country in regard to something at his
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very door. If he is so far out in regard
to a matter of this kind, what notice can
be taken of his informafion on matters
so far removed as the other railways?
Taking this railway right at his door, it
was commenced on the 9th March and
completed and handed over to the Work-
ing Railways on the 2nd July. The hon.
gentleman is reading at the present mo-
ment, and thinking too, T asswme. Al-
thongh only a short line, there is a long
bank at the commencement, and a heavy
bank at the end besides several cut-
tings of some size. Tt is not eom-
parable with the surface rvailways
in the wheat belt. The cost was
£3,186. e states that the line was
commenced in Mareh and is not yet fin-
ished. Yet at the time he spoke the
line was finished and he should have
known it. The hon. member further stated
that the Wagin-Dumblevung line took 15
months to construct. The faets are these
—and there is no ling that the hon. gen-
tleman should know more about so far as
construction is concerned than this. He

was responsible for the starting of this -

line, and it was largely construeted under
his eontrol. It is 24 miles in length. It
was commenced on the 17th May, 1911,
and completed and handed over to the
Working Railways on the 3rd May, 1912,
having taken eleven months to complete
the 24 wmiles. The delay in completion
was due almost entirely to the diffienlty
experienced in getting material. I have
stated, time and time again in this Cham-
ber, that a blunder was made in regard
to the Dumbleyung extension. What was
the blonder? It was the blunder they
made in regard to various railways that
put up the cost of railway construe-
tion in this State considerably, namely,
of starting a railway before they were
ready, and starting earthworks before
they bad any sleepers and rails. In re-
gard to this particnlar line——

Hon. Frank Wilson: Youn have done
that with the Quairading line. :

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: On
the Quairading-Nunpajin line the rails are
being laid to-day and there ave 43 miles
in that line. We starled in May and we
will finish hefore the end of the year.
The hon. member tock on 24 miles of the
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Dumbleyung extension. Fle started in
May and it took him until the following
May to do that 24 miles, But I am going
to do 48 miles in lalf the time. Yet this
1s the hon, member who talks about the
railway construction he did. After getting
away from railway construction he went
on to the Mount Lawley sewer and re-
ferrved to the faect that this work was not
yet completed, and that want of expedi-
tion was shown again, But the bon.
member was largely responsible in re-
gard to this pacticular work. I am pre-
pared to admit that it has been going on
particularly slowly, but it will eontinue to
go on slowly in the interest of the State.

_We have big difficulties to overecome with

regard to the sewer in the matter of dis-
putes and differences of opinion with the
Perth City Couneil. Until the latter come
to a definite decision in regard to some
matters I am not prepared to push on
with the construction of this work. Tt
is going on slowly because to expedite it
would not be in the best interests of the
State. 1t is another illustration, like the
Dumbleyang line, of work being started
hefore the responsibility undertaken was
fairly understood. Then he got away from
that and got to the Midland Junetion
workshops and peinted out that we were
importing engines when we ought to be
construeting them in the State, and he
would like to place the responsibility for
this importation on the shoulders of the
present Government. But what are the
facts? We ecame into office and found
that the Working Railways had not suffi-
cient rolling stock to eope with the de-
mands of the State, and we also further
found that it was impossible, owing to the
want of foresight on the part of the pre-
vious Government, to give suffieient space
for us to do this work in the Midland
Junetion workshops as we desired; but
rather than hang the State up, rather
than inconvenience the agrieulturists,
rather than inconvenience the sawmill
proprietors and others that required
rolling stock and required to have their
produce shifted, we sent to England for
rolling stoek, and we will do it again until
we are irr a position to eonsfruct the work
as we desire to do it at the Midland June-
tion workshops.
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Mr. George : You got them made by
contract. That is what we desire in con-
nechlon with these railways.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Why
is it we cannot do this work at the Mid-
land Junetion workshops? Simply be-
cause of the hlunders made by the pre-
vious Administration. They let a eon-
tract for the extension of the shops. The
hon. member made a great mouthful of
the faet that he was extending the shops.
What did he do? Exaetly the same as he
blundered along in conneciion with rail-
way construction and sewerage works. He
started again without actually going into
the full requirements. He let a contract
for building the walls of the building, but

forgol altogether to make preparation for'

the roofing; and for months and months
past the walls have heen standing,
propped up so that they will not fall
doww, waiting for roofing. In other
words, he put the eart hefore the horse.
Instead of gebting the material ready to
complete the building, he started with the
walls and had no roofing to put on them;

‘and they have been waiting ever since for.

the roofing. I am proud to say we did get
a move on when we took office to try to
complete these buildings, and within rea-
sonable time we will have them ready;
and when we have the room we will put
in the extra machinery, put on extra men,
and put in extra work, and be in the posi-
tion we waut to be in of eonstrneting our
awn engines and rolling stock, and doing
it under condifions chat will permit of
the work being done cheaper than we
eonld get it from outside. I am sorry to
say we have been compelled to deparl
from this poliey because of want of fore-
sight and want of expedition on the part
of our predecessors.

Hon, TJ. Mitchell: Have you got the
roof on in the last ten months?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have Lhe rovof going now. If we had
been in office we would have had the roof-
ing ready when the walls were going up;
we would not hiave waited to order the
roofing until afier the walls were finished.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is a serious
reflection on the officers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Minister for Railways informs me that
an exira £60,000 is being spent {o com-
plete the work, so that we can get the
rolling stoek work done as 1 have already
stated.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
the roof going on?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
not a question of who stopped it; it is a
question of who neglecied to get the eash
for it.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
yvour own officers,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Here
we have an ex-Minister of the Crown try-
ing to cover himseif by saying his officers
were responsible. I want to know who
was in charge of the Public Works De-
partment, and who was in charge of
Working Railwavs. T admit the officers
take a great responsibility, but I elaim
the present Ministers are doing work that
was neglected by previous Minisers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have
ordered the roofing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
Of course the hon, member ordered the
roofing, but it was after the walls were
up. Buob we will have the work -aceom-
plished in reasonable time. YWe know
that the neglect on the part of the pre-
vious Administration in not ordering the
roofing and getting it ready before they
started the walls has made that building
expensive and prevented us constructing
rolling stock in that particular centre.
The hon, member also evidently got some
little information, and referred to the
fact that the Engineer-in-Chief was
called upon to do too much work. He
said we should have the Engineer-in-
Chief as consulting engineer so that he
would be available for the Government
on big matters instead of having his time
taken up in various matters of detail. 1
am inelined to think the lon. member
made those remaiks because he knew of
the alteration proeceeding in the adminis-
tration of the Public Works Department.
As a matter of fact, while he talked
about it, it was being put into aetual
practice. The Government are calling Tor
an cngineer to take charge of our water

Who stopped

You are blaming

you
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supplies. We intend to pay a good
szlary, so as to get the best possible man.
We will have the Engineer-in-Chief as
consulting engineer, and have a good en-
gineer to look after the big irrigation
proposals of the Government, and the
water supply for the metropolitan area,
and other matters generally. We have
the water supplies under one administra-
tion to-day, but to do it properly we need
to have a good engineer in charge with
the Engineer-in-Chief as consulting en-
gineer, instead of taking up his time in
details as to-day.

Mr. George: Have yon not o good man
you eould put in eharge of that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
do not say we have not, but applications
have to be called, and we have to get the
best man offering. We are doing the
same in regard to harbours and rivers.
We are retiring the present engineer,
who has reached the age of 64. Though
he is stil] a competent man and has done
good work for the country, he has arrived
at the age when it is impossible for him to
give the required attention to large works
that must be undertaken in the near fu-
ture; and in order to get them done pro-
perly we are calling for applications for
an engineer for harbours and rivers, so
that, again, we can do as the hon. member
suggests, make the Engineer-in-Chief a
consulling engineer in regard to harbours
and rivers and other works, instead of
taking up his time in details. The hon.
member preaches it; we put it into actual
practice.  Then the hon. member also
went on to rvefer to the unemployed on
the goldfields. I admit that a large num-
ber of men are unemployed on ounr gold-
fields, but T am not prepared to admit
there is not work for the British unem-
ployed on the fields, if they had the op-
portunity of working as they should in
the mining industry. The facts are that
the British workmen of to-day are being
cast out among the unemployed in order
to make room for Ttalians and Austrians.
It is no use the hon. member saying this
nnemployment is because of the poliey
of the Public Works Department or the
policy of the Governmeni. It is beeause
his particular friends, the Chamber of

(33]
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Mines, are keeping out the British work-
men who have had their homes on the
fields for years, and have thus proved
themselves absoluiely competent to do the
work, and are putting in their places
Italians and Austrians. It is because of
this state of affairs that we have that
diffienlty unfortunately on the goldfields
to-day. We recogmise the diffieulty is
there, and, as with all other diffieuitias
that face this Government, we are going
to overcome it. This Chamber is to be
asked to pass a Bill so that we can deal
with this undesirable state of affairs and
give British workmen an opportunity of
working in the mining industry, and of
not being ostracised and cast out to make
room for Italians and Austrians. Tie
hon. member said that a number of men
were unemployed in the eity. There is
some diffiecnlty in that regard, but I
am proud te say we are overcoming it
to a very great extent. To-day we
have employed in the Public Works
Department and on public works over
3,000 men, and we are going along
at a great rate, doing works of all
deseriptions that should have been under-
taken years ago if we are to do what was
promised to the varions settlers in vari-
ous parts of the State. Then the hon.
member gob on to the question of my
inconsistency. He says that the Minister
speaks of departmental eonstruction, and
actually practises the opposite by letting
contracts. I admit that contracts have
been let, and I say that contraets will
continune to be let as long as I can get
fair eompetition. Small works in seat-
tered and various parts of the State,
where men are sitnated who ‘have the
plant, undoubtedly can be done cheaper
by those men than they ean be done de-
partmentally. But I want to sound this
word of warning, that if the state of
affairs goes on much longer that 1 am
experiencing in conneetion with our petty
contrnets—of only one contractor tender-
ing, I am going to tell the contractors there
will be a lot more work done departmeni-
ally, Unless I can get some eompetition
and fenders nearer to the departmental
estimates, T am going to extend depart-
mental eonstruction to pelty contraects as
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well as large contracts. Down ai Albany
the other day we ealled for tenders. One
tender was received, and it was largely
in excess of the departmental estimate,
consequently the work bhad to Le done
departmentally. As I say, competition
is not keen to-day. I do not know the
reason for it, but we are receiving in
many cases only one tender for a work.
My, George: I eonld tell you why it is.
The men are going out of the business.
The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS : There
are plenty of men about. 1 eannot under-
stand the reason myself; but whatever
the reason is, I am going to see that the
State gets a fair deal, and if these con-
tractors will not give me fair prices, the
pekty contracts will be done department-
ally, the same as the other big contracts
will be done while the present Government
are in office. Then, in conclusion, the
hon. member wants to know, no doubt,
as to why we have not started one rail-
way. He had four in June, and he was
only doing half as mueh as we are doing.
Yet he was ‘“doing wonderfully’’ as eom-
pared with what we arve doing. I have
one railway—of counrse there are two
railways, but I have explained the diffi-
gulties in connection with the Brookton
line. As T was saying, I have one rail-
way, the Yillimining-Kondinin line. Itis
urged that it should be started because a
deputation waited on me asking that the
construeltion be expedited. I would ask
the hon. member how many deputations
waited on him to urge the eonstruction of
the Quairading-Nunmajin line; how many
waited on him in conneetion with the
Wickepin-Merredin line; how many
waited on him in connection with many
lines authorised by Parliament that he
had not put under construetion? But he-
cause there is one deputation in regard
to one line that has only just been an-
thorised, practically spezking, as com-
pared with the authorisations he had, he
claims that we are worthy of eensure.
Now what are the facts? A deputation
waited on me. I eonveyed to that depu-
tation that their line would be started
faster—with the exception alwavs of the
Bullfinch line—than any other line that
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was authorised by Parliament. 1t has not
been the practice of waiting until all
lines ave finished to get authorisations to
go on with more. The praciice bas been
to anticipate the construction of lines
before the lines previously authorised
were actually finished, and 1 told the de-
putation in question that their line would
be started earlier than had been the prae-
tice in Western Australia previously, and
in order to be on safe ground, I informed
that deputation that the line would be
commenced before March. As to the
exact date I was notb in a pesition to de-
elare it. To show the progress that is
being made, when at Nunajin—and the
hon. member for York will bear me ont—
I told them there that the Quairading-
Nunajin line wonld be laid in February,
but we find now that we will be ready be-
fore the end of the year. This elearly
indieates that I was taking a conservative
view of the position. Exaetly the same
will be experienced in connection with
the Yillimining-Kondinin line, and T have
no hesitation in saying that we will start
that alse earlier thau I anticipated. I
am not in a position to give the exaet
date, but seeing the progress we are mak-
ing with the Quairading-Nunajin and the
Wickepin-Merredin lines, these people
will not have to wait very long. The
question of railway construetion is not al-
together expedited by the letting of eon-
tracts. For instance, I could start the
Yillimining-Kondinin line just the same as
the leader of the Opposition started the
Dumbleyung extension, and cavried out
24 miles in 11 months. This was becaunse
he started his construction before he had
material. If I were o let a contract for
this particular line I wounld let it with the
supply of rails and fastenings being the
respongsibility of the Government, and I
might state that the important question
just now is that of getting the material.
We could have got on very much better
if we conld have had the material carlier,
and if the leader of the Opposition had
attended to his work when he was in
office we might have been able to make
a start with the Yillimining-Kondinin
line earlier. YWhen the material arrives

we shall be ready to make a start, and
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when we do start there shall be expedi-
iion in conmection with this particular
line, and I think it will be
carried ont  more rapidly
any other ling, with the exeeption, of
course, of the pet Bullfineh, which was
constructed by the hou. gentleman op-
posite. The leader of the Opposition
brought Forward this motion to try and
diseredit the Government. He submitted
it for the reason that, in replying to the
deputation of the Yillimining-Kondinin
settlers, I said that the trouble was not
that to-day we were not doing enough,
the trouble was that we were doing too
" mueh, and the hon. gentlemen opposite
are beginning to see that we are doing
more than they were doing; they are be-
gimmng o see that we are moving on
and that we are carrying ont publie
works in a systematic and praetical man-
ner, and that we arve getting better resnlts
than they ever got; and it beecause of
our expedition and the comparative want
of expedition on their part, that they say
‘‘we must move motions, and we must
Lhave deputations, otherwise the Glovern-
ment will be there for all time because of
the good work they are doing by con-
strueting the railways that we promised,
and whieh promises we failed to fulfil.”

On motion by Hon. J. Miichell, debate
adjourned.

Touse adjourned at 10.5 p.m.
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T PiGE
RBills : Tramways Purchase, o 94l
Prevention of Cruelty to nnlmals ia. L. B4l
Health Act Amendment, 1R 941
White Phosphotus Matelies Prohlbltion, 3R,
postponed . . 948
Motion : Proport.ionn] Ru.prcsentat.ion Hare-
Spence method .. Lo 941

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m,, and read prayers.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Tramways Purchase.
2, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
3, Health Act Amendment.
Received from the Legislative Assembly.

MOTION—PROPORTIONAL RE-
PRESENTATION.
Hare-Spence lethod,

Debate vesuroed from the Gth August
on the following motion of the Hon. D. G.
Gawler—“That in the opinion of this
House the proportional representation
system on the Hare-Spence method should
be adopted in the Parliamentary electoral

system of Lhis State.”

Hon, J. ¥. CULLEN (South-East):
There will, I think, be general agreement
with the mover of the motion that Parlia-
ment should represent as far as possible

.the minds of the whole of the people, or

rather shouid vepresent at least the pre-
vatling thought of the principal parties
and sections of the peaple. The old ideal
of rule by the best, regardless as to
whether the best represented the prevail-
ing thought or not, has been considerably
modified. Tt has been found that this
ideal rested on the iden that the people
should be given what is best for them, not
what they think might be best for them.
That rule has been so far modified that
now the aim scems to be to make Parlia-
ments up out of .the best from each sec-
tion and each party. It is assumed that
the people of all parties will endeavour
to send their best men {o represent them
in Parliament. All will agree that the
most effective and suecessful Tegislature



